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The PR EE A-C E:.. 


. Have ſeen ſeveral Objeftions publiſhed againſt the 
Former Part, wherein if that Author cold baveſhewn 


me any one Fault, I would have thank'd bim, arid mended 
it; but 1 do not write Books for ſuch, as ofter a long ſearch x 
to find a Knot in a Bullruſh, » make one; That I'may not 
give him nor any body elſe ary Offence by my falſe Inferences; 
cy Regſonings, Miſtakes ar Miſapplications whatſoever, - 
barely ſet down tw" or three (uotations, which are 
to 4 diſpute, argue, and dnſuitr fof Themſelves, 
The firſt is to eg hf that for a reg of England to have 
Forces, or Men.at Arms, is _ ro the Engliſh » 
C Ref 0 br. Bacon, 'who' bas 7 Door 
cellent Book 9, it, colletted out of ens Manas 
ſcript Notes, has ſtrangely mi Aites #t, For bir con wards 
upon Heney the Seyentb*s in Mike «Guard of 5o Archers, + 
aredheſe. That F Guar#] F: won trfou, be nh jreended an o of 
© as a Ceremony of Gy brought from the French Court; and * 
© vet 4 ſony ets Tent /o well down with « free Peo- ramen y 
* ple t Prince thae will keep Guards abour i= ln, 
his Perſe in the mid{t” of his.own People, may as uy, +. 
« well double thern into the pitchof 4n Army when- 
© ſaeyer he pleaſes to be fearful; and fo'rurn che 
© Royal Power of .Law itito Force of Arms:*+ But'it - 
* was the French Faſhion, and the King's good bopeto have - 


(all takin the bet ſe. Tis fo well inn, that the 
TE 4 


4 
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words, , Page }. lin. 15. © Any Man who would pretend 
© to givea Jealouy of th Nation to the King, and Jug geſt 
«that he could not be ſafe among them without he were envi- 
* rond with Guards and Troops, as it was in the late 
©. Reigns, 0%ght to be abborred by every true Engliſh mah, 

© byevery Man who loves Liberty and k C ( ovntry.” 
or Megs are about an. incidentat Point wi 

p- inta my | former Diſcourſe, concerning the Admiſſion of 
Peek pgn wayne This, according to the ſenſe of all 
aP: givmg they our Country. The words 'in 
ter at Rugningrmead concerning them. are 
M. P. 22 y Huaya Dok rus, omnes alienigenas terra. 
Rr Parentes, among vireſey de Athies, ardum ſcili- 
cc, 5 Aofeet ctr, hay > 3: Chanctles, Gyo, 
de.Cagyini, varend prod ic Girardi, ' cum om- 
== libers ſuis, Gaufridum 0 Mikes "& VMattes 
ejus, Philippum Marc, & fratres ejus, & G. rv.rny 
ny m,..& Larue omnes Rats 7 
nocumentum nl, . Here 

ny robs, the Land, ba all -and ſome, Nb. 
ſence ta the Ain And to conclude, my laſt Quotation "” 
+. ene of the $ gut pptira 3- founded wpon 
Ei Ne John's and iy pur ſuarce - of. it. - Stquerint'e- 
L. go. tially, Yak alienigenz Fj uſcung; _ pngitio- 
ns exiſterent, ſeu nationigconfefti criatent ſub 
WF VItz, That ol! Alm of whatſe- 
PEA wene, or Nation, ſþould forthpith repair 
oN Life and » The Aft is Gine- 
that it is © "pb; eral Na- 
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N order to this I ſhall firſt hew, That Magnre Charts is 
much elder than King John's time, and conſequently 
that its Birth mm blemiſhed with any thing that 
was done in his time, tho his Confirmation of it had 

been really extorted by Rebellion. Secondly, That the Con- 
firmations which were had and proeured to it in King Jobn's 


and H. 3. time, g— Rebellion. 
Firſt of all, The Contents « Charts is the un- 

doubted Inheritance of England, being their Antient and Ap- 

proved Laws ;, fo antient,that they ſeen to be of the ſame ſtand- 


ing with the Nation 3 and ſo well approved, that Forteſce pe Land. 
applauding our Laws, triumphs in this, That they paſſed Leg, Ang 


thro all the Britiſh, Roman, Danith, Saxon, and Norman 
times with little or no alteration in the main. Now, ſays he, 
if they had not been liked by theſe People, they would have 
been altered. Accordingly in this laſt Norman Revolution 
King Williew the Firſt (falſely and flatteringly called the Con- 
m—_ ſwore to the inviolable Obſervation of them under 
this Title, of the Good, Antient and Approved Laws of the 
Realm, and particularly and by name K. Edward's Laws. So 
antient is the Matter and Subſtance of Hagne Charts. 
Secondly, Nor was the manner and forra of granting theſe 


Laws by Charter,or under Hand and Seal, with the Cooftirma- 
B tion 
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tion of an Oath over and above the Coronation Oath, any 
new Invention or Innovation at all ; tor as 1W{l;im 1, began 
it, fo 1 am ſure that H. 1. and K. Srtepher, and H. 2, did the 
ſame before : And therefore it the obſcure Birth of M. Charts 
was in K. Jokw's time, it was then born with a grey Beard, 
for it was in being in his Great Grandfather's Reign. 

For, thirdly, That very Charter of his Great Grandfather 
H. 1. was the Ground and Reaſon of the Parliament's znſiſt- 
ing upon having the like Confirmation of their Liberties by 
K. Toby, and was the Copy by which they went, For tho 
K. John at his Abſolution at Wincheſter from the Pope's Sen- 
tence and Excommunication, had ſolemnly ſworn to reſtore 
the good Laws of his Predeceflors, and particularly thoſe of 
K. Edward; and tho preſently atter at a Parliament at St. Al. 
bans, the Laws of K. H. 1. were ordained to be obſerved 
throughout all Ezgland, and all bad Laws to be aboliſhed : 
yet contrary to both theſe late Engagements, he was marching 
an Army in all haſte to fall upon ſeveral of his Barons, who 
had lately failed in following him in an intended Expedition 
mto France. But the Archbiſhop ſtopt him inthis Career, by 
following him to Northampton, and there telling him, that it 
would be a breach of his Oath at his late Abſolution, to make 
war upon his Subjetts without Judgment in Parliament. The 
King huft him, and told him, That this was Lay buſineſs, and 
that be would not delay the Buſineſs of the Kingdom for him, and 
by break of day next morning marches haſtily towards Not- 
tingham., The Archbiſhop (till follows him, affuring bim that 
he would excommunicate all his followers, it they proceed- 
ed any further in this hoſtile way ; and never left him till he 
had ſet a day for a Parliament, that the Barons might there 
anſwer it. 

This Parliament was held at Lowdown at St. Pax!'s Church, 
where before it ended the Archbiſhop took ſome of the Lords 

rt, and pit them in mind how he made the King ſwear at 


incheſter to reſtore the good Laws of K. Edward, and cauſe 
them 
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them to be obſerved by all the Realm. And now, fays he, 
there is likewiſe found a certain Charter of H. 1. King of Eng- 
land, by which if you pleaſe you may be able to reſtore your 
long loſt Liberties to their former ſtate and condition 3 and 
producing the Charter,he cauf. d it to be read all over in their 
hearing: Which the Lords having heard and underſtood, 
were overjoy d, and (wore in the preſence of the Archbiſhop, 
That when they ſaw it convenient for theſe Liberties, if need were 
they would ſpend their Lives, The Archbiſhop for his part 
promiſed them his moſt faithful aid and afhiſtance to the ut- 
moſt of his power ; and after this Aſſociation was thus entred 
into, the Parliament broke up. 

There had paſt but 113 years ſince the Grant of H. 1. 
Charter ; and though there were then made as many Charters 
as there were Shires, (direQted to the Sheriff of every County 
to proclaim them, for this is direfted to Hugh de Bocland Sheriff 
of Herefordſhire ) and by the King's expres Order were to be 
laid up in the Abbys of the ſeveral Counties for a Monu- 
ment z yet becauſe the thing was beyond the memory of 
Man, and that Age not very converſant with Book-learning 
or Records, it ſeems not to be known to them 3 and the 
Archbiſhop ſays, I=vents eft quoque nunc Charta quedam H. 1. 
But when the Lords had once ſeen it, they were fo fond of it, 
that they got it away from the Archbiſhop, and the next 
year about Michaelmas when the King was returning out of 
France, the Earls and Barons met at St. Edmond:bury, it 
might be thought for Devotion, but it was to conſult about 
their Liberties ; and there the Charter of H. 1. which con- 
tained their Laws and Liberties, was again produced and 
treated of amongſt them, Afﬀer which they all went to the 
High Altar, _ there ſwore in order, beginning at the 
Greateſt, That if the King ſbould refuſe to confirm by his Char- 
ter the ſaid Laws and Liberties (being the Rights of the King- 
dom ) they would make War upon him till be did. And likewiſe 


at laſt by common conſent they came to this Reſolution, 
B 2 That 
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hat they would all gotogether to the King after Chriſtmas,and de- 
re him to confirm the ſaid Liberties, And in the mean time that 
they would make ſuch proviſion of Horſes and Army, that tn 
caſe the _ ſhould ſtart from his late Oath wherein be promiſed 
7 


it (which they had too much reaſon to believe, becauſe of bis dow- 
—_— they might then compel him to performance by ſeizing 
his Caſtles 


Accordingly after Chriſtmas they cameo the King in a gay 
military Habit, and defired the Confirmatron of their antient 
Liberties, as they were contained in writing in the Charter 
H. 1. and the Laws of K. Edward. They affirmed likewiſe 
that by his Oath at Wincheſter he had promiſed thoſe Laws 
and Liberties, and that he was already bound to keep them 
by his own Oath. The King ſeeing the Conſtancy and Re- 
ſolution of the Barons in their Demand, did not think fit to 
deny them, but defired reſpite and time to conſider of it, be- 
ing a weighty buſineſs, till after Eziffer 5 and after ſeveral 
Propoſals on both ſides, the _— unwillingly ſet a day, 
and the Archbiſhop, Biſhop of Ely, and Lord Marſhal were 
his Sureties, that then they ſhould all of them have ſatisfai- 
on given them in reaſon. Upon this the Lords went home. 
But the King in the mean time by way of precaution, cauſed 
all the whole Realm to ſwear fealty to him alone againſt all 
Men, and to renew their Homages. And as a farther Secu- 
rity and Proteftion, more than out of Devotion, at Candle- 
mas following he took upon him the Croſs, 

In Eaſter-week the forementioned Lords met at Stanford, 
who now had drawn together in favour of them almoſt all 
the Nobility and principal Gentry of England : So that they 
amounted to a numerous Army ; and the ſooner becauſe K. 
Fohn had rendered himſclf univerſally hated. In this Reti- 
nue were 2000 Knights, beſides all others of lower rank, 
Horſe and Foot diverſly armed. The King was then at Ox- 
ford expeRing the coming of the Parhament. On the 
Monday following theſe tated Barons came to Brackley x 


which 
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which when the King underſtood, he ſent to them the Arch- 
Biſhop, the Lord Marſhal, E. of *Pembroke, and ſeveral 0- 
ther ſage Perſons, to know what were the Laws and Liber- 
ties they required z; which they preſently delivered in a Sche- 
dule to thoſe that came from the King, affirming, that if he 
would not forthwith confirm them ander his Seal, they would 
compel bim, by ſeizing his Caſtles, Lands, and Poſleflions, 
till he gave them competent fatisfation in the Premiles, 
Then the Arch-Biſhop with the reſt of bis Company carrying 
this Schedule to the King, rehearſed all the Chapters or Heads 
of it before him memoriter. But when the King underſtood the 
Purport of it, he laugh'd, and ſaid with the utmoſt Indigna- 
tion and Scorn, And why do not the * Barons together with theſe 
wrjuſt Demands, demand my K ingdow f The things they ark, 
laid he, are idle and ſuper/titiows, and not ſupported by any tittle 
or pretence of Reaſon, And at length in a great rage he at- 
hrm'd with an Oath, That he would never grant them fuch 
Liberties, whereby he himſelf ſhould be made a Servant. 
When therefore the Arch-Biſhop and Earl of "Pembroke 
could in no wiſe gain the King's Conſent to thele Liberties, 
by his command they returned to the Barons, and there re- 
ported juſt what the King had faid in order. Whereupon 
the Barons preſently choſe them a General, and flew to their 
Arms, and marcht direQly to Northawpton to ſeize that Caltle, 
But having ſpent 15 days in that fruitlefs Atterape, having 
no Pctards nor other warlike Inſtruments to carry on a Siege, 
ſomewhat abaſbed with this Diſappointment, they marcht to 
Bedford, where they were kindly received, and by Mcf 
_— ſent to them from the principal Citizens, were invited 
to London, When they were come thither, they ſent Letters 
to all the Earls, Barons, and Knights that as yet ſeemed to ad- 
here tothe King, tho it were but feignedly 3 That as they 
tender'd their Eſtates, they ſhould leave a perjur'd King, 
and come and join them, and cttetually engage with them 
for the Libertics and Peace of the Realm : otherwiſe they 
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threatned to treat them as publick Enemies. Upon which 
moſt of the Lords who had not as yet (worn to the faid 
Liberties, wholly leaving the King, came to London, and 
there aſſociated with the Barons, 

King Jobs ſeeing himfc If thus generally forſaken, ſo that 
he had hardly ſeven Knights remaining with him, and fear- 
ing leſt the Barons ſhould inſult his Camp, which they might 
ealily have done without oppoſition, he betook himſclf to 
fraud and diſſembling, pretending Peace, when he had im- 
mortal War in his Heart, reſolving hereafter to oppreſs the 
Barons ſingly, whom he could not all at once. He there- 
fore ſends ro them the E. of *Pembroke and other Perſons of 
Credit with this Mcfſlage, That for the * Benefit of Peace, and 
for the Advancement and Honor of his Realm, would wil- 
lingly grant them the Laws and Liberties which they deſired, leav- 
ing to the Barons to ,—_ a convement Time and Place 
for the Performance. They very gladly fet the King a day, 
to meet the 15th of June at /wnning-mead betwixt Stanes 
and Windſor, an antient place for the meeting of Parliaments. 

The King and the Lords accordingly met, and their Par- 
ties fitting aſunder, and keeping to their own fide, treated 
of the Peace and the Liberties a good while, There were 
preſent as it were of the Kings Party, the Arch-biſhop, 
and about zo principal Perſons more, whom Matthew Paris 
names 3 but, ſays he, they that were on the Barons hide were 
paſt reckoning, ſeeing the whole Nobility of England ga- 
thered together in a Body ſeem'd not to fall under number. 
At length after they had treated in ſeveral forts, the Kin 
ſecing the Barons were too powerful for him, made no tif. 
fhculty to grant them the Laws and Liberties under-written, 
and to confirm them in his Charter in this manner. 

Here follows Magna Charts in Mat. Paris, And becauſe 
there was not room for the Liberties and free Cuſtoms of 
the Foreſt in the ſame Parchment, they were contained in 
another Charter de Forejtz. And then follows the ſecurity 
for them both. Atter 
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Aker this the King ſent his Letters Patents to all the She- 
rifts in Englend to cauſe all perſons of what condition foever, 
to (wear, That they would obſerve theſe foreſaid Laws and 
Liberties, and to the utmoſt of their power diltrels the King 
by (erzing his Caſtles, and otherwiſe ſtreighten him to the 
execution and performance of all things contained in the 
Charter. Ar laſt the Parliament being ended, the Barons 
returned to London with their Charters. 

Thus have I given you a ſhort view of the noble Conduct 
of the Barons in their manner of obtaining the Confirma- 
tion of their Charter from K. Jobn. The reſtitution of 
Magne Charts you may call it, for the Birth of it you fee 
it was not. What | have recited is undoubted Hiſtory and 
Record, and clcar matter of Fat. And I have conhned 
my felt only to theſe three laſt years, in which che Barons 
were in purſuit of this buſineſs, and took the quickeſt Steps 
towards it : and above all, were put into a right Method by 
the advice of Stephen Langton the Archbiſhop, to claim their 
Eſtate with the Writings of it in their hand. For above a 
dozen years before, in the 3d of this King's Reign, upon # 
Summons of his to the Earls and Barons to attend him with 
Horſe and Arms into Alormandy, they held a Conference to- 
gether at Leiceſter, and by general conſent they lend him 


word, That anleſi he would render them their Rights and Liber. Dan. 


/ 


ties, they would not attend him out of the Kingdom. Bat that © © 


impotent demand of their Libertics by the by, did them no 
good, but expoſed them to ſtill more and more intolerable 
Oppretions. They ſhould have gone to him according to 
their Summons, they (ſhould not have ſent. Not to menti- 
on that his Faith was plighted by the Arch-biſbop Huberr, 
Williaw Lord Marſhal E. of Pembroke, Geoffrey Fitz. Reter 
Chief Juſticiar of Exglavd (whom he ſent as his Commifſſio- 
ners to proclaim and keep the Peace immediatly after the 


death of his Brother Richerd) That the Earl John would re- Paris 


flere all men their Rightr, This was done at an Allembly of * *** 


the: 
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the Peers at Northampton, before his coming out of I or- 
mandy to be crowned. Sub tali igitny conventione Comites 
& Barones Comiti Johanni Fidelitatem contra ommes homines 
juravernnt., Upon theſe Terms, and no otherwiſe, the Earls 
and Barons ſwore Fealty to him : Which made K. John fo 
much rejoice at Geoffrey Fitz-Peter's Death, and ſwear, That 
then, and not before, be was King and Lord of England. For 
" from thenceforward, ſays 'Paris, he was more at liberty to 
contravene his Oaths and Covenants, which with this Geof- 
frey he had made ſore againſt his will ; and looſe himſelf from 
the Bonds of the Peace he had enterd into. Now theſe 
Patts and Covenants are clearly that before his Coronation, 
which I have juſt now recited, and at this Parliament at Sr. 
Albans, Anno 1213. not a year before this great Man's 
Death. Where the King's "Peace was publickly declared to all 
bis _ and it was (trictly commanded in the King's be- 
haſt, the Laws of bis Great Grandfather H. 1. ſhould be 
hept by the whole Realm, and all wnjuſt Laws aboliſbed. Tn both 
theſe Aﬀairs he tranſatted for the King, having in this laſt, 
together with the Bp. of Wincheſter, the Government of the 
Kingdom commined to him, the King being then abſent in 
his way to France. 

Well, but now the Barans at laſt have their long loſt Rights 
reſtored and confirmed, to the univerſal Joy of the Nation x 
which is ſoon overcaſt. For K. Fobn immediatly reſolves to 
undo all that he had done, being ed thereto not only 
by his own arbitrary tyrannical Diſpoſition, but alſo by his 
os, whom he had made his Favourites 
and Confidents, while he look'd upon his own natural Sub- 
jets as Abjets. The Flanders Ruyters, or Cavaliers, who 
now, by Magna Charta were exprelly and by name order'd 
to be expelled the Kingdom as a Nuyſance to the Realm, 
theſe being grown his ſaucy Familiars, fo followed him 
with Derifion and Reproaches, for unkinging himſelf by theſe 
Conceſſions, and making himſelf « Cypher, and our Sovereign 
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Lord of no Dowinions, « Slave to his SubjeJs, and the like, 
that they made him ſtark Bedlam: And being given over to 
Rage and Revenge, he privatly retires to the 1/le of Wight, 
where, as Paris (lays, he provides himſelf of St. Peter's two 
Swords. He ſends to the Pope, whom he bribes with a 
large Sum of Money, befides his former Surrender of the 
Kingdom, to cancel and annul M. Charts, and to confound 
* with his Apoſtolical Authority ; and withal to excommu- 
nicate the Barons for it: And at the ſame time he ſends the 
Bp. of Worceſter, Ld. Chancellor of Exgland, the Bp. of 
Norwich and (everal other Perſons, toall neighbouring Coun- 
tries, to gather together all the Foreign Forces they could, 
by promiles of Lands and Poſleſtions, and if need were, to 
make them Grants under the Great Seal, and to bring them 
all to Dover by Michaclmas. 

That 3 Months he ſpent Incognito in and about the Iſle of 
Wight, coaſting and skulking about, and ſometimes exer- 
ciſing Piracy out at Sea ; fo that it was not then known 
where he was, nor what was become of him: but thus he 
whiled away the time, contemplating his Treaſon, and —_ 
waiting for the incomprehenſible Enemy-Friends he had ſent — 
for. 1 know not whether this Deſertion, and not providing anicabils 
for the Government in his Abſence, and ſending the Great _ 
Seal of England upon ſuch an Errand out of the Realm, may EEE 
not with ſome men amount to a modern Abdication : But 1 
am ſure that this which follows is enough to juſtify the Expul- 
fion of a whole Race of Tarquins. After Michaelmas he fail- 
ed to Dover to meet his outlandiſh Scum, with which he In- 
vades his own Kingdom. Such an execrable deſperate Crew 
never (et foot upon Engl Ground, fo fhited for Miſchief, 
and that thirlted after nothing more than human Blood, 
whom his Agents had drawn together out of Poidfow, Gaſcony, 
Lovain, Brabant, Flanders, _ weeded all the neighbouring 

C Conti- 
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Cominent for thee, Theſe made up 2 vaſt Army, not- 
withitinding the Shipwrack of Heagb de Bower, who was 
linging 45 Goufand more, beFfides Women and Children, 
who all perilhe 1 in a Srorm betwixt Calars and Drier, This 
Freight of Women and Children, fevers] of which were at- 
terwards driven atore in thar Cradles, were wtended to 
plant the two Counties of Nafolk and Suffolk, aticr the Ex- 
tirpation of the Exg/iÞ; for t is id that this Fago had a: 
Charter of Inheritance given him of theſe two Provinces, 

But with theſe Forces he had, he overrun England, and 
waſted it with Fire and Sword in ſuch a manner, as no Eng« 
bb man can read the Hiſtory of it without being in pain and 
torment. There is ſuch a Scene in Mi. Paris, p. 275. as 
was never ſeen again, unlefs m the French and Iriſh Maſla- 
cres : it looks hike Hell broke looſe. For theſe Sutellites 
_— the Devil's Life-Guard, as M. *Pari:calls them, ſceem- 

to have prepenſed Malice againſt Mankind 3 and bei 
led on 4 crudels Rege, imd cruemto Tyranno, by 3 ſane fn 
nay it was a bloody Tyrant, no Furies could put innocent 
People, in cold Blood, of all Ages and Conditions, to more 
exquifn Tortures, nor ſport themſelves more in making Ha- 
vock and Deſolation than they did. And with this horrid 

he overrun England, and as far as Berwick 
” a years time 5 all the Caſtles of the Barons falling 
to him, either furrendred, or for the moſt part abandon'd. 

In the mean time moſt of the Barons are at London, where 
we left them, making holiday for the grant of M. Charts, 
and pleafing themſclves, that after ſo long Opprefſtion and 
Egyptian , the Liberties of Exglard were reſtored 
again in their days. They thought hkewiſe that God had 


Ll 
C touched the King*s Heart, and he was become a new man,and 
6 meant the good Faith he had ſworn ; and flatter'd themſelves 
that he would from henceforward inviolably obſerve their 
| Charters. But they were interrupted in this thought by the 
| privat intelligence they had, That he had given _ to his 
oreigh- 
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Foreigners in whom his Soul truſted, to fortify and furniſh 
his Caſtles with Mcn and Proviſions, and to ſtore them with 
af manner of Artillery z but todo it ſo warily, that it wighe 
not come to the way 7 the Barons. This boded no 
; for here was M1. Charts concerning the expulfion of 
oreigners broken already: and therefore ſome of the Ba- 
rons went to the King at Windſor, to know more of 
this matter, and to try by gentle and wholeſom Advice 
to bring him to a better mind. He received them with # 
blithe Countenance, and thereby palliated the inward Ve- 
nom z and {wearing by God's Feet, he affured chem, that he 
had no ill purpoſe, and banter'd and laughed them out of 
their ſtory. Nevertheleſs before they left him they gathered 
ſuch marks of his averſion to them, and that all was not well, 
that they went back to London lamenting, and ſaying, Wo to 
w and to all nd, which wants a King that will ſpeak truth, 
and is oppreſſed by a falſe underband Tyrant, that uſer bit utmoſt 

endeavonri to ſubvert a miſerable Kingdom. 

The very night after this Conference with the Barons, it 
was, that he ſtole away from Windſor to the Iſle of Wight, 
and there laid his helliſh Plot againſt the Nation : which 
was ſo deep, that it did not enter into the hearts of the Ba- 
rons to ſulpe&t or imagine. They had now recovered the 
Rights of the Nation, which was nothing but their own, 
ws had bin moſt unjuſtly detained from them, and they 
never intended nor ſought for more. But becauſe the King 
went away ina bad mind, and becauſe they had certain no- 
tice that nothing but their departure from Lowdown was want- 
ed in order to ſurprize it ; they therefore adjourned their 
Torneament which they had formerly appointed on the 
Monday after the Feaſt of St. Peter and St. Pawl at Stanford, 
to be held the Monday fevennight after at How:fow near 
London, both for the fafety the City, and their own. 
This they certify in their Letter to William Albinet, who was 
gon down to his Caſtle of *Beaveir, and withal defire him 
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by ell 'mitens to make one at it, and to come up well provid- © 
ed with Horſes and Arms, that he might win Honobr. ; For 
he that performed beſt was to have a Bear, which a certain 
Lady would fend to the Torneament, With ſuch frivolous 
and idle ations, fays M. Pars, did they entertain themſelves, 

little knowing what cunning ſnares were laid for them. 

Sull remain at Lowdow, and for want of better Imploy- 
ment ſpend their time yet more vainly, in cating and drinking, 

and fitting up anights at the expenſive dye, which however h 
does not like plotting 4 for if they had been fo minded, 
it had bin caſy for them in the King's abſence, to have taken 
very great advantages againſt him. But they meaning no 
burt, had reaſon to expett none, and therefore the Invaſion 
after Micheelmas fell ſuddenly upon them like a Tempeſt, or 
= + Bover's torm. And bcing wholly unprovided to 
ſuch an Inundation as this, they thought the beſt way to 
put ſome ſtop to it, would be by prefently throwing in a good 
Gariſon into the Caſtle of Fochefter, that the King might nog 
come immediately to beliege London, A ingly they 

_make choice of Williaw de Albinet who was juſt come from 4 
his own Caſtle, and a noble Band of ſevenſcore Knights with 
their Retinue for this Service. When they came thither, they 
found nothing but bare Walls, neither Proviſion, nor Arms, 
nor any thing but what they had brought along with them z 
that many of the Noblemen repented their coming 
down, and would have returned : but Williaw de Albinet 
overperſwaded them to ſtay, and told them it would be diſho- 
nourable to deſert what had undertaken. They there- 
fore get together what proviſion they could out of the Town 


in that ſhort ſpace, for within three days the King and his Army 

nt ys them, and had block'd — _— 

themſelves like great men ; but laſting long, 

they were bo rained for Proviſions, that they were forced 

at laſt to cat their Horſes. Being thus in diſtreſs, the Barons 

| at London, though with the lateſt, remembred their Oath, 


is 
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to relieve thew 10 caſe they were befieged, and marched out 
with a pompous Army as far as Dartford ; but there the gen- 
tle Sourhwind met them, and blew in their faces, and tho it 
uſes not to be troubleſom to any body elſe, yet it drove them 
back, as if it had been drawn Swords, to their known Den 
at Londow. This (coffing Reaſon is all that M. Poris will give 
for their ſhameful Retreat, and deferting their Companions z 
but no doubt it was ſome panick Fright from the Reports of 
the Country, concerning the Numbers and Conditions of 
the King's Army : for he himſelf elſewhere tells us, That they 
were ſuch as ſtruck a Terror into every body that beheld 
them. This piece of Cowardice makes the King infult, and 
puſh on the Siege with the greater fury, which only loſt him 
the more men: for they defended themſelves to a miracle, 
and loſt but one Knight during the whole Siege. But at laſt 
their Proviſion failing them, when they had not one Morſel 
left, on St. Andrew's day they all went out and ſurrendred 
themſelves to mercy. The King immediately ordered them, 
Barons and all to be hang'd up. But in this Savaricss de Mal- 
lolcone who was himſelf a Nobleman, withſtood him to the 
face, and told him that as yet it was but a young War, and 
no body knew what the Chances of it might be : It might be 
his hap, or any Noblemans elſe, to fall into the hands of the 
Barons, who would be taught by this example of his how to 
uſe them; and that no body would ſerve him upon thoſe 
Terms. With much ado the King yielded to his Advice, 
tho it was likewiſe the opinion of all the wifeſt about him : 
and fo he ſent William Albinet and many others to be kept 
cloſe Priſoners in Corf Caſtle, others to Nottingham and other 
Priſons, but gratify'd his Cruelty in hanging up their 
Servants. 

One day during this Siege the King and Severic were view- 
ing the Caſtle to diſcover where it was weakeſt. The beſt 
Marksman that Wiliaw Albinet had, knew him and ſaid, My 
Lord, may it pleaſe you, ſhall T now kill the King our bloody 


Enemy | 
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Enemy with this Dart, which | have here ready ? No, no, (aye 
he, you wicked Q'wtton; God forbid that we ſbowld procure the 
Death of the Lord's Anointed ; Says the other, CY were jour 


raſe be would not ſpare your, (ays Williaw, God's Will be done, 
God ſhall diſpoſe of 1hat, mt be, Herein, lays MM. Paris, he 
was like Datid ſparing $.v{, when he could have killed him, 
This Paſſage was not unknown to the King, and yet for all 
that he would not ſpare him, when he was his Caprive, but 
would have hang'd him, if hc had been ſufterd to do it, 

After the Siege of Tfocbeſter Caſtle, where the Flower of 
the Barons was loſt, King Fobw notwithitanding did not 
think fit to attempt Lowdown (where tho the Barons did not 
judg themſclves able to take the field, yet were deſperately 
reſolved to hve and die together) but he march'd to St. Ab 
bans, and the 20th of December divided his Army into two z 
one of which he himſclf led to lay waſte with Fire and Sword 
Northwards, the other he left to do as much for all the neigh- 
bouring Counties about London, and to be ſure to keep that 
= blockt up. He with his Army lay the firſt night at 

ff aple, but after « little reſt, he was fo intent upon his 

buſineſs, that before day he march'd towards Nort on, 
and carried ſuch a Chriſtawas into thoſe parts as they had never 
leen. For belides his _ ring and deſtroying all the Hou- 
fes, Parks, and of the Barons, his manner was (till 
as he went along to order his Incendiaries to fire the Hed 
and Villages, which could not be turn'd into Plunder, 
be might refreſh his fight with the Damages: of hi: Enemies, 
© M. Parks recals that word, if, fays he, they are to be called 
bir Enceriesr, who were only willing to imtroduce him into the way 
of Juſtice and Humanity, They were indeed his beſt friends in 
it, but they paid very dear for that good Office. 

For vefore this the ſpiritual Sword likewiſe came brandiſh- 
'ng out againſt them, and they were run through and through 
with the Pope's Excommunications. He firſt iflued out a gene» 


ral Excommunication againſt them, which they did not mind, 
nor 
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nor think themſelves concerned as being not named in 
it, nor indeed deſcribed. For they were none of the 
diſturbers of the Peace that were there mentioned, who 
turned the Kingdom uplide down, and were worſe than the 
Saracens, for endeavouring to expel their Crols-bearing King 
from his Realm (which they had never attempted nor in- 
tended) who as he had engaged himlſclt, fo it was to be hoped 
he would accordingly go and fuccour the Holy Land. And 
therefore the Pope was forced to curſe them over again by 
Name ; and reciting ſome of the principal of them, he in- 
volved all their *Partakers and Adberents in the fame Con- 
demnations and to make ſure work, he laid the City of 
London under an Interdidt. As for their poor Charter, that 
was very {hort-livd 4 tor « bears date the 15th of Jane, and 
was made void and difannuld by the Pope the Bartholowew- 
day following. T he Barons indeed deſpiſed all theſe ſwag- 
gering Proceedings of the Pope againſt them, as knowing 
that the ciulclefs Curſe will never come, and alledging, that 
it was all upon fallc ſuggeſtions, and that he uſurped an Au- 
thority in Matters which did not lye before bim. For who 
made him a Judg or Divider of Inheritance; £ A Power which Sr. 
'Pacr never had, and which his humble Maſter declined when 
it was vit.red hm. But tho this Poniical Ware was 
ed at Londox as it deſerved, where the Prelates hikewiſe did 
not think fit to publiſh it, yet in that ſuperſtitious Age it 
could not fail to influence weak Minds, when all the Subjects 
of England were enjoined tobe aiding to K. Jobn againſt the 
Barons for the Remilſron of their Sins, For who that had a 
Soul to fave, would not kill a Biron it he could ? It was 
K. Joba's holy War. And it mult needs ({trangely heighten and 
animate his wolent Crew, to fee themiclves thus backt with 
Divine Authority, and would make them play the Devil a 
God's name. Thus the Sword helpt the Sword, and the 
ſpiricualone whetted and fet an Edg upon the material. 

It was the milery of the Baronsto have their Country over- 


run 
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run in this manner, and not be in a condition to help it. 

As for their own loſſes, they did not mind them. When 

Meſſengers came thick with bad Tidings, that their Caſtles 

and Pcliſlions were gon and deſtroyed, they only look'd 

upon one another, and ſaid, The Lord geve, and the Lord 

hath taken away, When they heard how their Wives and 

Daughters were abuſed, they vented themſclves by inveigh- 

ing buterly againſt the Pope and his moſt dearly beloved Son in 

Chriit, John, But when they thought of England, England, 

then they lamented indeed, and laid the ruin of it deeply to 

heart. And reſolving to have done with ſuch a barbarous 

Tyrant, and to chooſe a new King, after ſome debate they 

unanimouſly agreed upon Lewis the — of Fence, 

Their main Reaſon was, becauſe the moſt of K. Jobn's Army 

being Subjelts of France, upon the firſt appearance of Lew, 

they would be apt to join him and leave K. Jobr, whereby of 

| neceflity he would be ſoon ht to reaſon, and in all pro- 

| bability it would be a very ſhort War. Lewis readily ed 

their Offer, and came over upon the ſecurity of 24 of the 

principy Barons Sons for Hoſtages 3 and being joyfully re- 

ceiv London by the Barons, had Homage and Fealty 

ſworn to im, and he bimſclf ſwore 10 reftore them their good 

Laws and their Joſt Inheritances, After which he writ to the 

King of Scotland to come and do him homage, and to all the 

great Men of England to come and do the like, or elſe im- 

mediately depart _ _— Upon which the Earls of 

Warren, Arundel, Salf#bury King Jobn's Brother, and the 

Earl Marſhal's Son, with mnay ot readily obeyed this 

Summons, and left King Joby, as did his Foreigners, all 

but the Poitovins z ſome of them returning home with their 
Spoils, and the reſt coming over tothe Dauphin. 

d | From the firſt arrival of Lewis, K. Jobs never ſtood his 

| ground ;z and though he came with his great Army to Dover 

| $0 hinder his landing, yet he durſt not truſt that Army to 

engage, but leaving a ſtrong Gariſon in Dover Caſtle, he 

| took 
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took a run to Guilford, and from thence to Wincheſter with- 
out ſtopping : whereby he both gave Lewis a free Paſlage 
to Londox to join the Barons, and alſo loſt molt of his new 
veſts, in leſs time than he gained them. But the King 
of France undervalued all his Son's Succefles, ſwearing that 
he had not gotten one foot of ground in England, till he 
was polleſled of Dover Caſtle, which made him undertake 
a vigorous, tho frunle(s Siege of that place: where in a ſbort 
time the King of Scotland came and did him Homage. Bur 
while the Dauphin was engaged in that Siege, there happen- 
ed an Accident which altered the whole Scene of Afﬀairs. 
The Viſcount of Melzn, a Nobleman of France, who came 
over with Lewis, fell very fick at London. And finding 
himſelf at the point of death, he ſent for ſome of the Barons 
of England, who were left to take care of the City, to'come 
to ſpeak with him ; to whom he faid. © I am grieved for 
« you, at the thoughts of your defolation ard deſtruttion, 
« becauſe you are wholly ignorant of the Perils that hang 
* over your heads : for Lewis has taken an Oath, and fix- 
* teen Earls and Barons of Fraxce with him, That it ever 
* he get England and be crowned King, he will condemn 
* all the Barons that are now in Arms with him againſt 
* K. Jokn, to perpetual Baniſhment, as Traytors againſt 
their Soveraign Lord, and will extirpate the whole Race 
* of them out of the Land. And leſt you ſhould doubt of 
* the Truth of this, 1 that he here ready to die, doaftrm to 
you upon the peril of my Soul, that I my (elf was one of 
thoſe that were engaged with Lewis in this Oath. Where- 
fore | now counſc] you by all means to look carefully to 
* your fclves hereafter, and to make the beſt uſe of what 1 
have told you, and to keep it under the Seal of Secrecy. 
When this Nobleman had thus ſaid, forthwith he expired. 
When this dying Secret came to be ſpread amongſt the reſt 
of the Barons, they were ſadly caſt down, finding them 
ſelves furrvunded with Difficulties, and perplexed on every 
D fide. 


fide. For, as a concurrent proof of what Viſcount Melun 
had faid, Lewis inſtead of reſtoring them to their Rights 
according to his Oath, had given all the Lands and Caſtles of 
the Barons, as faſt as he won them, to his own Frenchmen : 
and though the Barons grumbl'd at this, yet they could not 

ent it, But what they laid moſt to heart was, that he 

branded them as Traytors, They were excommunicated 
every day, and deſpoiled of all terrene Honour, and driven 
to all extremities of Body and Soul. In this miſcrable per- 
plexity many of them thought of returning and reconciling 
themſelves to K. Joby, but that the Breach was too wide. 
They were plainly at their wits end, and were willing to do 
any thing to be rid of this perjur'd and perfidious Foreigner, 
who had thus. ungratefully entered into a deſperate Confpira- 
cy againſt them, 

During this tedious Siege of Dover Caſtle, where Lewis 
and many of his Barons were ſure to be detain'd, K. John 
who had been dodging up and down, took this opportunity 
of making a terrible Inroad into the Counnies of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, where he made his uſual Progreſs Northward : as if 
he had taken up a Reſolution to live and die in his Calling, 
For one of the laſt things he did before he lickned, was 
burning to aſhes all the ſtacks of Corn as he went along in all 
the Mannors of the Abbot of Crozland, which were but juſt 
inned that Harveſt, He was firſt indiſpoſed at Swinſbed Ab- 

, but his illneſs encreafing, he could hardly reach New- 
ark Caſtle, and there by the advice of the Abbot Croeſtour, 
he confelled and received the Sacrament. After which he 
appointed his eldeſt Son Herry his Heir, and ordered the 
Realm to ſwear to him, and ſent his Letters under bis Scal to 
all the Sheriffs and Caſtellans of the Kingdom to be atten- 
dant on him. Juſt when he was dying there arrived Meſlen- 

from ſome of the Barons, about forty of them, with 
to be reconciled to him z but he was not in a con- 
dition to mind ſuch Afﬀairs, . 
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In ten days time after K. John's death, that Party which 
had adhered to him, with Gzalo the Pope's Legate, made 
haſte to crown his Son at Gleceſter. And becauſe he was 
not yet ten years old, and ſo noways concerned in the hated 
Crueltics of his Father, and might be uſed as an expedient 
to drive out an already bated and infolent Foreigner, he was 
preſently accepted by the Kingdom, while on the other hand, 
upon the firſt knowledg of K. John's death, Lewis had in his 
own Conceit wholly ſubdued and ſwallowed up the Kingdom ; 
but he found the contrary in ſummoning Dover Caſtle upon 
this occation, thinking to have had the Caſtle for bis News, 
for he met with ſuch a reſolute Denial as he took for an An- 
ſwer, and broke up the Siege. Afterwards he took ſome few 
places, but the young King's Party (till encreafing, and many 
of the Barons by degrees falling from him, and the Forces 
he had ſent for out of France being utterly defeated at Sea, and 
all ſunk or taken, and he and the Barons that were with bim 
being cloſcly beficged in the City of London, he was forced 
to come to this Compoſition : © That Lewis and all bis Foreig- 
* ners ſhould depart the Kingdom, and that he ſhould ne- 
* ver lay claim to it hereafter, but reſtore what belonged ro 
* the King in France, and to have fifteen thouſand Marks 
© for his Voyage. And on the other hand, the King, the 
_— and the Great Marſhal being ProteQtor, {wore : 
& That they would reſtore to the Barons, and all others of 
* the Realm, all their Rights and Inheritances, with all thoſe 
& Liberties which they had before demanded, for which the 
* War had begun betwixt K. Jobr and the Barons. This 
Compoſition was made by both Parties in an Ifhnd in the 
Thames, near the Town of Stains, Septemb. 11. A. D. 1217. 

So that within two years and three months time M. Chris 
was granted, and deſtroyed, and damnd by the Pope ; and re- 
vived and renewed again by freſh Oaths, and even of the 
Pope's Legate. 

| (hall very briefly (hew what fate it had in. H. 3. time, 

ID 2 torr 
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for 1' do not remember any fighting about the Confirmation 
of it in any ſucceeding Reign; wherein I ſhall only recite 
the matter of FaQ, reſerving the matter of Right till anon. 
In the fifth year of his Reign he was crowned again at 
| Weſtminſter z and three years after, which was the eighteenth 
| of his age, at a Parliament at London, he was deſired by the 
| Archbiſhop and the other Lords to confirm the Libertics and 
free Cuſtoms, for which the War was firſt moved againſt bis 
Father. And as the Archbiſhop evidently ſbew'd, the King 
could not decline the doing of it 3 becauſe upon the depar. 
ture of Lewis out of England, he himſelf had ſworn, and 
all the Nobility of the Realm with him, that they would 
obſerve all the ſaid Liberties, and have all others obſerve 
them. Upon which William * Brewer, who was one of the 
P. Council, made anſwer in behalf of the King, ſaying, The Li. 
| berties you deſire ought not in juſtice to be obſerved, becauſe they 
were extorted by violence, Which Speech the Archbiſhop tak- 
ing very ill, rebuked him, ſaying: William, quoth he, if you 
loved the King, you would not be a hindrance to the *Peace of the 
Kingdow. But the King ſeeing the Archbiſhop going to be 
very angry, faid, We have all of us ſworn to theſe Liberties, and 
we are all bound to obſerve what we have ſworn. And forthwith 
taking advice upon it, ſent bis Letters to the Sheriffs of eve- 
ry County, to cauſe twelve Knights or Legal Men to make an 
Inquiſition upon Oath what were the Liberties of England in 
the time of K. Henry his Grandfather, and to make him a re- 
turn of it by a certain day. 

This vowing and afterwards making inquiry was ill reſent- 
ed, and was one of the falſe Shifts which were {6 yu to 
that Prince. The motion of the Archbiſhop was ſo manifeſt- 

| ly neceſlary for the ſ-1thng the young King in his Throne, 
that our Hiſtorian Daniel ſays, it was impionſly oppugned by 
William * Brewer : and indeed the refleftions he makes on the 
Das- whole paſſageare very remarkable fromthe Pen of a Courtier, 

| Þ. 13 Lonly obſerve that William Brewer was the fitteſt Interpreter of 
an 
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an Arbitrary Prince's mind; for he was an old arbitrary Inſtru- 
ment, and one of K. Jobn's Generals in his barbarous lavaſion: 
and tho he himſclf had fince ſworn to M. Charts, that made 
no matter 3 for ſuch falſe Changes and Converfions always 
turn Cat again, as ſoon asthey nd Game and ſpy a Mouſe. 

The next year the King being declared Rl the Pope's Bull 
of full age, and Lewis being now King of France, and keep» 
ing polleſiion of all the King's Dominions beyond the Seas, 
at a Parliament at Weſtminſter he defired a Fifteenth for 
the recovery of them. And tho many of the Earls and Ba- 
rons had thereby loſt their Inheritances as well as the King, 
yet the whole Aſſembly agreed in this Anſwer 5 That they 
would freely grant the King what be deſired, but upon condition, 
if be would grant them their long deſired Liberties. The King 
out of covetouſneſs of this Aid, bas Charters preſently writ- 
ten and ſcaled, and ſent to all the Counties, and ar Oath in 
writing for all Men to (wear to them 5; while _ the 
King's Brother, becauſe they had hitherto been ill kept, cri- 
ed out they were cozening Charters. 

Mats. *Pari: ſays, he therefore forbears to recite the Tenor 
of theſe Charters, becauſe he had done it before in K. Jobw's 
Reign, for the Charters of both Kings were. alike. 1» nullo 
inveniuntur dijſumiles, 

Two years the Land reſted, injoying their Liberties which 
were punctually kept, nil the King at a Parliament at Oxford 
declared himſelf to be of full age, and took that occaſion to 
have a new Seal, and to cancel the Charter of the Foreſts, as 
granted in his Minority, and to cauſe all that would enjoy the 
benefit of that Charter, to take out particular Charters un- 
der his new Seal: for which they paid exorbitant Fines, 
ſuch as his Chief Juſticiar pleaſed. 

Upon this, and a great Oppreſhon of his Brother Richard 
ſoon after, the Earls and Barons were up in Arms, and had 
drawn together a great Body of Men at Stanford ; from 
whence they ſend him a Meſlage in very big words, That he Nam am- 
forthwith make amends to his Brother for the Iojury done * 


* him, 
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him, the fault of which they lay upon the Juſticiar z and 
he ſhould immediately reſtore the Charters of the Foreſt 
which he had cancel'd at Oxford, and ſend them to them 
ſealed, grievoully denouncing, That otherwiſe they would com- 
pel bis with their Swords, Whereupon he called a Parliament 
to Northampton, and gave them full fatisfaftion to their 
Demands. 


Six years after the Barons had an outragious Violation of 
AM. Chorte to complain of, and an intolerable Grievance to 
the Nation : For the King had not only filled the Ofhces of his 
Court with Poitovins, to the great Oppreſſion of his natural 
SubjeRs, but alſo bad invited 1n two thouſand Poitovins and 
Brittons, with which he garifoned his Caſtles. Upon this 
Earl Richard the Marſhal of the Kingdom, taking ſeveral 
of the Lords along with bim, went boldly to the King and 
openly him, that becauſe by evil Counſel he had 
called in Poitovin Foreigners to _—_ of his Realm, 
and natural born Subjetts of the Realm, of their Laws like- 
wiſe and Liberties z wherefore he humbly beſought the 
King that he would ſpeedily reform ſuch Abuſes as theſe, 
which were the imminent deſtrudtion of his Crown and 
Realm. Moreover he affirmed, that if the King refuſed to 
amend this Proceeding, both he and the reſt of the Noble- 
men of the Kingdom would fo long continue to withdraw 
themſelves from his Councils, as he conſorted with Foreig- 
ners. To this Peter Biſhop of Wizckefter, who was prime 
| Miniſter, made anſwer, T hatit was very lawful for our Lord 
the King to call in what Foreigners he pleaſed for the de- 
tence of his Kingdom and Crown, and even ſuch and fo ma- 
ny as might be able tro compel his proud and rebellious Sub- 
| jets to their Duty. The Earl Marſhal and the Lords went 
away very wuch diflatsfied with this Anſwer, and promiſed 
to one another that in this Cauſe which concerned the whole 


Nation they would maniully fight it out to the ſeparation of 
their Souls from their Bodies. | 


In 


| 
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In the mean while the Biſhop of Wincheſter and his Accom- 
plices had ſo far perverted the King's heart to hate and de- 
(piſe the Englhih Nation, that he ſtudied the extirpation of 
them all manner of ways, and by a few at a time invited 
over ſo many Legions of Poitovins, that they almoſt filled 
all Eng/ond 5 with Troops of which, wherever the King 
went, he (till was walled in and invironed. Nor was any 
thing done in the Kingdom but as the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
and this Rout of Poitovins ordered it. The King then calls a 
Parliament to meet on Midſamwmer day at Oxford, but the 
aforclaid aflociated Lords would not came at his Summons, 
partly for fear of the lying in wait of theſe Foreigners, 
and partly out of the Indignation which they conceived 
againſt the King for calling in Aliens in contempt of them : 
Upon this it was judicially decreed that they ſhould be ſum- 
moned twice and thrice, to - whether they would comeor 
no. Here at this Aſſembly at Oxford, Roger * Bacon, while he 
was preaching the Word of God before the King and the 
Biſhops, told him roundly, That he would never enjoy any 
ſettled peace, unleſs he removed the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
and Peter Rivailis from his Councils. And when others who 
were preſent proteſted the ſame thing, the King began a lit- 
tle to recolle& himſclf and encline to Reaſon, and ſignified 
to the aflociate& Barons that they ſhould come to a Parlia- 
ment July 11. at Weſtminſter, and there by their advice he 
would refify what was hit to be amended. But when the 
Barons had heard that many Freebooters were called in by 
the King with Horſes and Arms, and that they had arrived 
by degrees, and but a few at a time, and could fce no foot- 
ſteps of Peace, but likewiſe ſuſpected the innate Treachery 
of the Poitovins, they let alone going to the Parliament ; but 
they ſent him word by folemn Meſſengers, That ſetting alide 
all delay, he ſhould remove the Biſhop of Wincheſter and all 
the Poitovins from his Court : But in caſe he would nor, 
they all by the Common Council of the Kingdom, would 


* expel 
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expel him and his evil Counſellors out of the Realm, and 
tothe Creation of a new King, 

The King was ſtruck with this Meſlage, and the Court 
were very much concerned at it, fearing leſt the Error of the 
Son ſhould be worſe than his Father's, who was very near 
being driven out of his Kingdom, and making good the 
name which was given him by a kind of Preſage of John the 
Exile. But Biſhop Peter gave the King advice to make war 
upon theſe rebellious Subje&ts, and to beſtow their Caſtles 
and Lands upon the Poitovins, who might defend the Realm 
of England fom his Traitors ; bragging that he both could and 
would give deep and not Coundrel Counſel : for time was 
when he had governed the Emperor's Council in the Eaſt, and 
that his Wiſdom was formidable both to the Saracens and to 
other Nations. So the Ring returning again to the wrong, firſt 
wreakt his Anger uv ilbert Baſſet, whom, having ferz<d 
a Mannor of his, and he coming to claim his right, he called 
Traitor, and threatned it he did not get out of his Court to 
have him bang*d. And he likewiſe commanded Richard Se- 
ward a warlike Knight, that had married this Gilbert's Siſter 
or Neice without his Licence, as he ſaid, to be taken up. 
And indeed being jealous of all the other noble and powerful 
Men of the Kingdom, he required Hoſtages of them, ſuch and 
ſo many as might ſatisfy him that they would not rebel. 

To the Parliament at Weſtminſter Aug. 1. the Earls and 
Barons came armed, and the Earl Marſhal was on his way 
coming to it 3 but going to lodg at his Siſter s Houſe who was 
Wife to Richard the King's Brother, ſhe advertiſed him of 
his danger, and that he would be ſeized. He being a Man 
of a noble Breaſt, could not readily believe Woman's talk 
till ſhe made it out 3 and then night coming on he rid ano- 
ther way, and never drew bit till he came well wearied into 
Wales, There were many Earls and Barons at this Parlia- 
ment, but there was nothing done in it becauſe of the ab- 
ſence of the Earl Marſhal, Gillert Baſſct,and ſome other Lords, 

Atter 
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After this the King by the advice of the Biſbop of Wis- 
cheſter gave ſurmmons to all that beld of him by Knights er- 
vice to be ready with their Horſes and Arms at Glaceſter a 
week before Aſſumption day. And when the Earl Marſhal 
and many others that were aflociated with him woul | not 
come at that appointed time, the King as if they had bzun 
Traitors cauſed their Houſes to be fect on fire, thoic Parks 
and Ponds to be deſtroyed, and their Caſtles to be bei ged. 
Theſe that were (aid to be aflociated were very noble Perſons, 
and there were many others no mean Men that adhered to 
them : All thele did King Henry caulc to be proclaimed Out- 
laws and bariſlbed Men without the Judgment of his Court 
and of thor Peers, and gave their Lands to the Poitovins, 
thereby adding ſorrow to ſorrow, and redoubling their 
Wounds. He gave commandment likewiſe that their Bodies 
ſhould be ſeized wherever they could be found within the 
Realm. 

In the mean time Biſhop Peter does what he can to wea- 
ken the Marſhal's Party, and corrupted the Earls of Cheſter 
and Lincoln with a thouſand Marks o_n Lords) to leave 


the <5 and the cauſe of Juſtice, and to be reconciled 


to the Kill and be of his fide. For as for {{ichard the King's 
Brother, he was gone off from the Marſhal ſome time before. 
When the Marſhal had heard all this, he centred into a Con- 
federacy with Lewellin Prince of Wales, and other Peers of 
that Country, who ſwore none of them would make Peace 
without the other. Within a weeks time after the appointed 
Rendezvourz at Gloceiter there arrived at Dover many armed 
men from the parts beyond the Sea, and ' Baldwin de Gyſnes 
with a Force out of Flanders, who came to the King at Glo- 
ceſter. This Force, with what he had before,made a numerous 
Army, with which he advanced to Hereford. 

Atter this the King by the advice of Biſhop Peter ſends a 
Defiance to the Marſhal by the Biſhop of St. Davids, and 


thereupon marches to make war upon him, and lays ſiege to 
E one 
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one of his Caftſes. But when he had furiouſly affauked it 
many days in vain, and hs Army wanted Provifions, fo that 
there was a neceſſity of raifing the Siege,the King grew aſham- 
ed of his Enterprize : Whereupon he ſent ſeveral Biſhops to 
the Earl Marſhal to defire him to ſave the King's Honour, 
and, that he might not be thought to have made a Si-ge to 
no purpoſe, to ſurrender him the Caſtle v theſe Condi- 
tions : Firſt, That he would after fifteen days reſtore to the 
Earl Marſhal the Caſtle again intire,and in the ſame ſtate i; was : 
And, Secondly, That in the mean time he would reform and 
amend all things that were amifs in the Kingdom, by the 
advice of the Biſhops, who were his Surcties for the perfor- 
mance of theſe things. And to perfte& and compleat all this, 
the King appointed the Marſhal and the baniſhed Lords to 
cone to a Parliament which he meant to hold at Weſt miniter 
the firſt Week after Michaelmas. 

When the fifteen days were out,from the time of the Marſhals 
ſurrender of his Caſtle into the King's hands, upon condition 
that after that Term he ſhould have it reſtored to him again, 
the Marſhal ſent to the King to defire him to deliver him back 
his Caſtle according to the Covenant, of which he had made 
the Biſhop of Winchefter and Stephen Segrave the Jafticiar his 
Sureties, which likewife they had confirmed by taking an 
Oath. Bur the King anſwered with Indignation, That he 
was ſo far from reſtoring him that Caſtle, that he wouJd 
ſooner ſubdue all the reſt hc had. When therefore the Mar- 
ſhal Gaw that there was no Faith, nor Oath nor Peace kept by 
the Counſellors of the King, he gathered an Army and beficged 
his own Caſtle, and with a hitle ado won it. The King 


« was at this time holding his Parliament as he had promiſed his 


great Men, that by their advice he might redreſs thoſe things 
which were amiſs ; but che evil Countcl he then followed did 
not ſuffer it to be done. Though many that were there pre- 
ſent humbly beſought him for God's ſake, that he would make 
peace with his Barons and Nobles. And other Perſons in 


favour 
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favour with the King, camely, the Friars Predicants and 
Minorizes, whom he uled to reverence and hearken to, 
theſe carneftly exhort:d Him that he would fudy to carry 
himſelf lovingly as he ought to do towards his natural Sub- 
jeds, whom without judguent of their Peers he had driven 
into baniſhment, burnt the ir Mannor- Houtcs, cut down their 
Woods, deſtroyed their Ponds 4 and being led and milled b 
the bad Counſel! of bad Men, fets alide his Lutgcs whotc 
native blood would never futfer them to warp, and prefers 
other whiftling People betore them 5 and which is worſe, 
calls thoſe Tranors by whum be ought ro order the Peace 
and Counfls of the Realm, and ferric all Affairs. : To this 
the Biſhop of Wirckeſter made anſwer, That the Peers of 
England are not as they are in France, and therefore the King 
may judg and condemn and banith any of them by his own 
Juſtices of his own appointing, The Bilkops bearing this, as 
it were with one voice, fell a threatning that they wauld 
excommunicate the principal of te Kings evil Counſellors 
by name 4 and they named the Bilbop himſelf as the Ring- 
leader of them, and his Kinſman Kivells, the Juſticiar, and 
the Treaſurer. To whom the Bilbop anlwering, alledged, 
That he was conſecrated Biſbop at Kowe by the Pope, and 
ſo was exempted from their Power, and appealed to the 
Apoſtolick See. And fo the Biſhops only excommunicate in 

al all thoſe that had or ſhould alienate the King's 

rt from his natural Subjets of the Realm, and all that 

ſbould diſturb the Peace of che Realm, 

In this Parliament the King bad Tidings that the Earl Mar- 
ſhal had taken his Caſtle in Maes, and killer: feveral of bis 
Knights and Servants. Atwhich the King was much incenf- 
ed, and commanded the Brſt:ops to excommunicate him 5 but 
it was the anſwer of them all, that it would be an unwor- 
thy thing to excommunicate a Man for ſeizing a Caltle that 
was all his own, and for taking poi« (ion of bis own Right, 
But the King ſtill enraged, tummonesd again all his Kaightses 

E 2 wit! 


FIT 28 A Vindication of 
with Horſes and Arms to Glocefter, the morrow after M! 
Saints : and there he gathered a numerous Army and entred 
Wales, breathing and panting after the deſtrution of the 
Marſhal. But he like a ident Warriour had beforehand 
driven away all the Cattle, and withdrawn all Proviſions, 
ſo that the King had no ſubſiſtence for his Army in thoſe 
parts, but was forced to march another way, and came to the 
Caſtle of Groſmund. Where while he ſpent ſome days, the 
Marſhal and his Aſſociates ſent Scouts to diſcover the Poſture 
of his Army, and on Martinmss night all of them but the 
Marſhal who would not invade the King, with a good Arm 
ſurprized the King's Camp, where they fled away al 
naked : and the Conquerors on the other fide would not hurt 
any of them nor take one Priſoner, excepting two Knights 
indurret> who indiſcreetly making Reſiſtance were killed, rather by 
yes. themſelves than by the others. But they took away all their 
Cartiages and Proviſions, Mony and Arms, and fo retired 
again into their ſtrong holds. 
| believe ſuch a modeſt Victory was never read of, and 
Mat. "Paris preſently calls them for Witneſles of the Truth of 
this Ront, who run away and loſt all they had in it : The Bi- 
ſhops of Wincheſter and Chicheſter, Segrave the Juſticiar, Rz- 
vallis the Treaſurer, the Earls of Norfolk and Salirbary, 
and many more. The King who had been left even as good 
as alone amidſt the Enemies, when all was over, put ſome of 
his Poitovin Dragoons into his Welch Garifons to prevent 
Incurſions, and fo returned to Hlocefter, where he kept his 
Chriſtmas, But in the mean time on St. Katherimes day, the 
Marſhal made a great Slaughter of the Poitovins at Mon- 
month ; and he and the baniſhed Lords watched the King's 
Caſtles ſo narrowly, that when any went out of them abroad 
to prey, they took nothing elſe of them for their Ranſom 
but their Heads, inſomuch that in a ſhort time there lay dead 
fach a multitude of theſe Foreigners ia the high ways and 
F other places as infected the Air. 
Ay 
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As for the Diſcourſe which aſſed betwixt the Marſhal 
and Friar Agnellawv, who was Familiar to the King and his 
Counſellors, and came into Wales to tell the Marſhal what 
the King and his Counſellors faid of him, and to make Over- 
tures to him, it is too long to be here inſerted, but is exceed- 
ing well worth the reading as it ſtandsin Mate. "Paris, p. 391, 
392, 393. wherein the Marſhal makes ſuch a folid De- 
fence of his whole proceeding, and diſcovers fo well ground- 
ed a Zeal for the Rights of tus Country, as is ſufficient to in- 
ſpire every Engliſh Breaſt with the love of a righteous 

uſe. Friar Agnellas tells him that the King's Counſellors 
would have him ſubmit to the King's mercy, and that beſides 
other Reaſons it was his Intereſt ſo todo; becauſe the King 
was richer and more powerful than he, and as for foreign 
Aid, where the Marſhal could bring one Stranger the King 
could bring ſeven. The Marthal replies, It is true the King 
is richer and more powerful than I, but he is not more pow- 
erful than God, who is Juſtice it ſelf, 1n whom I truſt in the 
maintenance and proſecution of mine and the Kingdom's 
Rightz nor dol truſt in c— nor will ever fcek their 
Aid, unleſs, which God forbid, I ſhall be compelled to-it 
by ſome unexpetted and immutable necefiity. And I know 
fall well that the King can bring ſeven for my onez and 
truly I believe in the way that he is in he will ſoon bring 
more into the Realm, than he will be able to get out again. 
And after he had anſwered many other Arguments, as that 
he might confide in the King and his Counſellors, and had 
reckoned up many Inſtances of the Courts Treachery and 
breach of their Oaths about M. Charts, and in ſeveral other 
Caſes, he ſays, Neither would it be for the King's Honour, that 
I fhould conſent to his will, which were not ſupported by 'eaſon ; 
ney therein I ſbould do injury both to himſelf and to that Fuſtice 
which he ought to maintain and exerciſe towards his Subjeds : 
And I ſhould give a bad Example to all Men of _ 
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ftice and the proſecution of Right, for the ſake of an erroneon: 


Will, againſt all Fuftice, and to the injury of the Subje@ 4 
hereby it would appour that we bad more love for our worldly "Po: 
ſeſſions, than for Righteouſneſs #t ſelf. But I wrong the Dil- 
courſe by ſingling any particulars out of it. 

The King kept his Chriſtzzar at Gloceiter with a very thin 
Court, thc late Rout at Groſamnd Caltle having ſcattered 
them. And the morrow after, Jokn of Monmouth a Noble- 
man, one of the King's Warrio:1s in Wales, attempting to 
ſurprize the Marſhal, was entirely defeated with the loſs of a 

cat numbzr of Poitovins and .,.hers, himſelt narrowly elcap- 
mg z which his Eſtate di1 not, for -5v Marſhal immcdiately 
burnt and deſtroyed it. The fame did the other exiled Lords 
by all the King's Couniellors in thoſe parts ; for they had laid 
down amonglit themſclves this laudable general Rule, That 
they would hurt no body. mor do them any damage, but only the 
evil Counſellors of the King, by whom they ha4 been driven into 
Baniſhment, and uſed in the ſame ſynd. And a week after 
Twelftide the Marſhal and L-oline centered the King's Lands, 
and laid them waſte as far as Shrewsbury, the King and Biſhop 
Peter being (till at Gloceſter 5 but not having (ſtrength to op- 
poſe them they retired to Wincheſter. Bnt the King's Heart 
was ſo hardned againſt the Marſhal by the evil Counts! that 
he made uſe of, that when the Biſhops admoniſhed tiim to 
make peace with the Marſhal who fougtt for the Cauſe of Juitice, 
he made anſwer, That be never would make peace with bin wun- 
leſs he would acknowledg himſelf a Traitor with a Halter about 
his neck, 

When the Biſhop of Wincheiter and the other evil Coun- 
ſcllors of the King ſaw all their meaſures broken, and the 
Poitovins thus cut off by the Marſhal, deſpaicing ever to 
overcome him by force of Arms, they fell toplotting and lay- 
ing a train for his life, which was by a Letter ſent into frelend 
to this effet: © Whereas Richerd late Marſhal of the King 
* of England, for his manifeſt Treaſon, was by Judgment of 

« the 
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« the aid King's Court baniſhed the Realm, and for ever 
« outed of all the Patrimony and Poſlefhons he had, and 
« yet remains 1n rebellion : Theſe are therefore to require 
« you, that if he ſhould chance to come into Ireland, you 
« take care to {cize him and bring him to the King dead or 
« alive; and for your care herein the King grants all the In- 
« heritance of all the late Marſhal's Lands and Poſleftions in 
« Jreland, which are now fallen to his diſpoſal, to be ſhared 
« amongſt you. And for this Promiſe of the King to be 
* made good to you, We all, by whoſe Counſel the King and 
« Kingdom are governed, do make our ſelves Sureties, 
« provided you fail not in the Premiſes. This Writing was 
directed to Mawrice Fitz Gerald the King's Juſticiar in Ireland, 
and ſeveral other great Men, and ſome that were Leigemen to 
the Marſhal, but Pithlefs: And after this Writing of unheard 
of Treaſon was framed, though the King knew nothing of 
the Contents of it, yet they corupelled him to put his Seal, 
and they to the number of eleven put to their Seals, and fo 
ſent it over. 

This wrought with the Iriſh great Men according to the 
with of the evil Counſellors, Be out of covetouſneks they 
immediatcly entred into the Conſpiracy, and privately ſent 
word back, That if the King's Promiſe were confirmed to them 
wander the Great Seal, they would do their utmoit to effe& the 
buſineſs, Whereupon the ſaid Counſellors with a treaſona- 
ble Violence, ſurreptitioufly get the Great Seal from the Biſhop 
of Chicheſter, who did not conſent to this fraud, and fo 
lent a Charter, wherein every particular Man's ſhare 1s ex- 
preſt under the Great Seal. As foon as this damnable Writ- 
ing arriv'd in Ireland, the Conſpirators took an Oath to ac- 
compliſh the thing 3 and in order to it raiſed an Army, 
wherewith they invaded his Lands, and took ſome of his Ca- 
ltles, that by theſe Injuries they might provoke him and draw 
him into Jreland, 
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While this Iriſb Plot went on, at Candlewas the King held 
a Parliament at Weſtminſter, where he grievouſly accuſed 
ſeveral of the Biſhops, and chiefly Mexander of Cheſter, for 
holding Correſpondence with the Marſhal, and for endea- 
vouring to depoſe him from the Throne of the Kingdom, The 
ſaid Biſbop, to clear himſclf and the reſt of the Biſhops, im- 
mediately excommunicated all thoſe who had any ſuch wick- 
ed Thoughts againſt the King 3 and all thoſe who (landered 
the Biſhops in that ſort, who were wholly ſollicitous for the 
King's Honour and Safety. Afterward in this Parliament, 
Edmund Ele of Carterbury, and the reſt of the Biſhops, came 
to the King, condoling the Deſolation both of him and the 
Kingdom, and as it were with one Heart, and Mind, and 
Mouth, ſaid : Our Lord the King, we tell you in the name 
of God, as your Leigemen, that the Counſel which you now 
bave and uſe, is neither ſound nor ſecure, but cruel and pe- 
rilous both to you and the Realm of England : We mean the 
Counſel of *Peter biſhop of Wincheſter, "Peter Rrvalls, and 
their Accomplices 3 Firſt, becauſe they hate and deſpiſe the 
Engliſh Nation, ——_ Traitors, and cauſing them all 
to be ſo.termed, thereby turning away your Heart from the 
love of your Nation, and our Hearts and the Hearts of the 
Nation from you 3; as appears by the Marſhal, than whom 
there is not a better Man in your Land, whom, by diſper- 
fing their lies on both ſides, they have perverted and alien- 
ated from you. And by the ſame Counſel as theirs is, your 
Father Jobs firſt loſt the hearts of his Country, and afterwards 
Normandy, and other Lands, exhauſted his Treaſure, and al- 
moſt loſt Emgland, and never afterwards had Peace. By the 
ſame Counſel ſeveral Diſaſters have happened to your Self; 
which they there enumerate. They likewiſe tell him, by the 
Faith in which they were bound to him, that his Counſel was 
not for Peace, but for breach of Peace, and diſturbance of the 
Land ; that his Counſellors might grow rich by the Troubles 
of the Nation and the Dilheriſon of others, which in peace 


they 
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they could not compaſs. Amongſt the Jtews of their preſent 
Grievances, which it would be too long here to recite, this 


is one, That theſe Counſellors confound and pervert the Law of ;... vi. c 


the Land, which has bin ſworn and corroborated by Excom- 
munication, ſo that it is very much to be feared that they 
ſtand excommunicated, and = for intercommuning with 
them. And they conclude, Theſe things we Fachfully tell 
you, and before God we defire, adviſe, and admoniſh you, 
that you remove this Counſel from you, and as the Cuſtom 
is in other Realms, that you manage your Kingdom by your 
own faithful ſworn SubjeQs, that are of your own Kingdom. 
For we aſſure you, that unleſs you (ſpeedily redreſs and re- 
form theſe Grievances, we will proceed to Excommunicati- 
on, both againſt you and all other Gainſayers, ſtaying no 
longer than for the Conſecration of the Archbiſhop Ele. 
rp when they had thus ſaid, the King humbly demanded a 
ſhort Truce, ſaying, That he could not fo ſuddenly amove 
his Council, till he had audited an Account of his Treaſure 
committed to them, And fo the Parliament broke up, with 
a Confidence that Peace and an Agreement would be had in 
a ſhort time. 

The 9th of April there came to Parliament at Weſtminſter 
the King with the Earls and Barons, and the Archbiſhop 
lately conſecrated with his Suffragans, that they might make 
ſome wholeſom Proviſion for the Realm, which was till in 
diſorder : The Archbiſhop taking to him the Biſhops and 
the other Prelates, went to the Ting, and laid before him the 
bad ſtate and imminent danger of the Kingdom, and rehear(- 
ed all the Grievances which they had mentioned in the laſt 
Parliamentz and told him plainly, that unleſs he would 
ſpeedily reQify his Error, and make peaceable Agreement 
with his loyal Subjets, he and all the Prelates there would 
forthwith excommunicate both the King himſelf, and all that 
ſhould contradit this Peace and Agreement. But the pious 
King hearing the advice of ER lowly —_ 
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That he would be governed by their Counſels im all thingrz, fo that 
in ſew days after ſeeing his Error, and repenting of it, he 
diſmiſſed Peter of Wincheſter and Rivallis, and expelling all 
the Poitovins from his Court and Caſtles, he ſent them into 
their own Country, charging them never to ſee bis face more. 
And afterwards w_y very defirous of Peace, ſent Edmand 
the Archbiſhop with the Biſhops of Cheſter and Rocheſter 
into Wales, to Leoline and the Marſhal to treat of Peace. 
With Leoline they might treat, but the Earl Marſhal was 
ne into Ireland, as it had been before projeRted by the evil 
; Onda take care of his Caſtles and Poffeflions, which he 
heard were ſeized and fpoiled : where as ſoon as he was arrived 
he was waited upon by Geofrey Marſh his Leigeman, a per- 
fidious old Man, who was one of thoſe to w the Let- 
ter was direted, and was a ſharer in the Lands which were 
nted by Charter. But having been an old Servant to his * 
ather, and pretending an extraordinary honour and affe&ti- | 
on for the Marſhal, he thereby had that power with him, as : 
to lead him into all the Snares and Traps which were laid for 
him, and which at laſt coſt him his life, tho he fold it very 
dear. The Story is too long for this place, but he fell a no- 
ble Sacrifice for the Engliſh Liberties, though neither the 
firſt nor = laſt in that kind. , 
After Eaſter the King being willing to meet his Archbiſhop 
and bor, as had fone A Wales, was going to 
Gloceiter, and lay at his Mannor of Woodftock, where Me(- 
ſengers came to him out of Ireland with an account of the 
| Death of the Earl Marſhal, Whereupon the King breaking 
| forth into weeping and lamentation, to the admiration of 
all that were preſent, made ſad moan for the Death of fo 
| | brave a Knight, conſtantly affirming that he had not left his 
| Peer in the Kingdom. And immediately calling for the Prieſts 
of his Chappel, cauſed an Obſequy to be ſolemnly ſung for 
his Soul, and on the morrow after Maſs beſtowed large Alms 
upon the Poor, Bleſſed therefore is ſuch a King, who knows 
how 
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bow to love thoſe that offend him, and merit with Prayers 
and Tears for his faithful Subj whom upon falſe Sug- 
ſtions he had ſometime When he came to Gloceſter, 
d4 and the other Biſhops met him, and told him that 
Leolime infiſted upon it, as a Preliminary of the Peace, That the 
baniſhed Barons ſhould be reſtored. Upon this he ſummons 
them to a Parliament at Gloceſter, to which they come under 
the fake Condut of the Biſhops, and were reſtored to all 
their Rights. Afterwards Edamnd cauſed a Copy of the 
Letter, concerning the Treachery prepared for the Earl Mar- 
(hal, to be read in full Parliament, at which the King and the 
whole Aſſembly wept. And the King contefled 1n truth, 
that being compelled by the Biſhop of Wincheſter and his 
other Counſellors, he had commanded his Seal to be put to 
ſome Letters that were preſented tohim, but he afh with 


* an Oath, that he never heard the Contents of them. To 


whom the Archbiſhop faid, King, fearch your Conſcience 4 
for all thoſe that procured theſe Litters to be ſent, or were privy 
to them, are as guilty of the Marſhal's death, as if they had kglled 
bim with their own hands. Then the King taking advice, ſum- 
moned his Miniſters to anſwer for his Treafure, and the ill 
uſe of his Seal when be knew nothing of it : Upon which 
ſome took Sanftuary, others and ſome fled to 
Rome, Rivallis and Segreve were afterwards tried in the 
King's Bench, where the King himſelf firting with the Judges, 
Charged them with the Particulars of their evil Counſel, ard 
called them wicked Traytors, and they were deeply fined. 
And yet the next year theſe two were received into Grace and 
Favour again, after he bad removed many of his new 
Counſellors and Officers, to the admiration of People, and 
had demanded the Great Seal from the Biſhop of Cheſter his 
Chancellor with a great deal of inſtance, who had unblame- 
ably adminiſtred his Office, and was a fingular Pillar of Truth 
in the Court. But the Chancellor refuſed it, ſaying, That 


having recerved the Seal by the Common Connell of Go Zeckn, 
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be could not reſign it to any one without the like common Aſſes. 
” The miſerics of the Kingdom ſtill go on, and no other can 


be expeRted from ſuch a Property of a Prince, who ſets bis 
Seal to deſtroy his beſt SubjeRts blindfold, and ſays his wicked 
Counſellors compell'd him to it 3 and after he himſelf has im- 
ched them, and publickly blackned them with his own 
outh, and threatned to have their Eyes pulled out, takes them a+ 
ain into his Boſom. And therefore in all the ſucceeding Par- 
taments we meet with nothing but their ted Complaints 
of the Violations of M.Charta,and their i | endeavours 
to redreſs them z feigned Humiliations and Sorrow on the 
King's fide, with promiſes of amendment, but no perfor- 
mance 3 asking for Mony,and then being upbraided with what 
he had had already, and that at ſeveral times he had waſted 
800 thouſand pounds, fince he to be a Dilapidator 
and Conſumer of the Kingdom : they give him Mony once 
for all, and he gives them a Charter never to injure them 
any more in that kind, by requiring any more Aids : and 
ſuch like TranſaQions as theſe, till we come to A. D. 12 
when again he wants Mony. And then upon theſe follow- 
ing Confiderations, T hat ule the Charter of Liberties, 
which the King had long fince granted, and for the obſerya- 
tion whereof Edmund the Archbiſhop had ſworn and moſt 
faithfully paſt his Word on the King's behalf, had not hither- 
to been kept : And becauſe the Aids which had been granted 
to the King, had turned to no profit of the King or King- 
dom : And becauſe of other Grievances which the King pro- 
miſeth to redreſs, the Parliament came to this Reſolution, 
That there ſhould be a *Prorogation of three weeks, and that if in 
the mean time the King ſhould freely chuſe himſelf ſuch Connſel- 
lors, and order the Rights of 1 ingdom a1 ſbould be to their 
coment, they would then give him an Anſwer about the Aid. In 
theſe three weeks the Lords drew up a Proviſion by the 
Kings Conſent, to this effet : Concerning the Liberties at ano- 
ther time bought, gramted and. confirmed, that for the time to 


come 
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come they be obſervd. For the greater ſecurity whereef, let a mer 
Charter be made, which ſhall make ſpecial mention of theſe things. 
Let thoſe be ſolemnly excommunicated by all the Prelates, who 
_ mm or hinder the obſervation nay” Liberties : and 

have reparation made then, in their 

Liberties face the Le Grant, And becauſe urs virtze of an 
Oath then taken, nor for fear of the boly Man grand: Excommu- 
nication, what was then promiſed bas hitherto been kept, to avoid 
the like Peril for the future, leſt the latter end be :y than = - 
ginning : Let four Nobles and powerful Men of the diſcret 
the Realm, be choſen by Aſſent of "Parliament to be of the Gng' p 
Council, and to be ſworn, that they will order the Affairs of the 
King and Kingdom faithfully, and do juſtice to all without re- 
ſpeÞ of Rs f hab all follow our Lord the King, and if 
not all, two at lea be —— to hear all Complaints that come, 
and to give hc relief to thoſe that ſuſfer wrong 5 they ſhall ſuper- 
viſe the King's Treaſure, that the /Mony given for Publick Uſes be 
ſo applied. And they ſhall be Conſervators of the Liberties. And 
becauſe the Chancellor and J» iciar are to be frequently with 
the King, they being choſen in "Parliament may be two of the 
Conſervators, And as they are choſen by the common Aſſent, ſo 
they ſhall not be removed whbees the ſame, &c. 

And when (fays Matth. Paris ) the great Men in that Re- 
ceſs of three weeks had diligently treated of theſe matters, 
which were ſo exceedingly reokechle for the Commonwealth 
the Enemy of Manki of Diſturber of Peace, and the 
raiſer of Diviſion, the Devil, thro the Popes Avarice, un- 
happily put a ſtop to the whole Buſineſs, For in this nick 
of time comes a Legate to raiſe Mony, with new and unheard 
of Powers, and this put all into confuſion, and made work 
for a long time after, 

Four years after this A. D. 1248. a Parliament meets the 
ſennight after Candlewas at London, that they might treat 
diligently and efteCtually with our Lord the King of the At- 
fairs of the Realm, which is very much diſordered and em- 

poverilhed, 
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iſhed, and enormouſly maimed in our days. The Par- 
iament underſtanding that the King intended to ask an Aid 
of Money, told him that he ought to be aſham'd to demand 
ſach a thing, eſpecially ſeeing that 1n the laſt ExaQion of that 
kind, to which the Nobles of Exg/and conſented with much 
difficulty, he gave them a Charter that he would never bur« 
den nor injure them with the like again. He was hkewiſe grie- 
voully reprehended, and no wonder, for calling in Aliens, and 
fooliſhly quandring the Wealth of the Kingdom upon them z 
marrying them to his Wards without their conſent, and ſe- 
veral other his ſpendthrift and tyrannous Praftices. And one 
and all they grievouſly reproached him, for not having (as 
the Magnificent Kings his Predeceſlors had ) a Juſticiar, 
Chancellor and Treafurer, by the Common Council of the 
Realm, and as is fit and expedient 3 but ſuch as follow his will, 
let it be what it will, as it 1s for their own Gain : 
and who do not feek the g Dy of =_ wy a but 

their own particular t, thering Mony and getti 
the Lorne pad cnn to Crntibres in the firſt w_ V 
When our Lord the King heard this, being confounded 

within himſelf, he bluſh'd, knowing that all theſe thi 
were very true. He therefore promiſed moſt faithfully 
that he would readily redreſs all theſe things, hoping by this 
humility, tho it were feigned, to encline all their Hearts to 
nt him an Aid. To whom the whole Parliament, which 
d been often anſwered with ſuch Promiſes, upon advice 
made anſwer, That will ſoon be ſeen whether the King will re- 
form theſe things or no, and will manifeſtly appear in a time. 
We will wait a while with patience, and ar thi King ball carry 
and behave himſelf towards ns, ſo he ſhall have #1 obedient to him 
in all things, Therefore all was adjourned and reſpited to a 
fortnight after Midſummer. But in the mean tinie our Lord 
the King, whether it proceeded from his own Spirit, or that 
of his Courtiers, who were unwilling to loſe any thing of 
their Power, was hardned and more exaſperated, and never 
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minded to make the leaſt reformation of thoſe Abuſes accord- 
ages his Promiſe. 

hen the day appointed came, the Parliament came again 
to Londow, with a full belief and truſt in the King's To 
Promiſe, that leaving his former Errors, by the Grace of God 
beſtowed upon him, he would encline to more wholeſom 
Advice. As ſoon as they were aflembled, there came this 
unhandſom Anſwer from the King, AZ you the Principal Mex tWepidum 
of England, you had « mind to bring the Lord your King aq 
to the bent of your uncivil will and pleaſure, and to impoſe a very "me 
fſervile Condition upon him: That what every one of you may do 
at pleaſure, ſhould impudently be denied to him ; for it is lawful 
for every body to _ whoſe and what Counſel be will. And ſo it is 
lawfwl for every Maſter of a F amily to prefer any one of bis Houſe 
to this or that Office, or put him by it, or turn bim out, which you 
raſhly preſume to deny even to your Lord the King. And this 
Preſumption is ſtill the greater, ſeeing Servants onght by no means 
to judg their Maſter, nor tie him to their Conditions, nor Vaſſals 
to do the like by their Prince ; but all Inferiours what ſoever ave 
to be ordered and direded by the will and pleaſure of the Lord 
and Maſter : For the Servant is not above his Lord, at neither 
the Diſciple above bis Maſter and truly be ſhould not be your 
King, but may paſs for your Servant, if be ſhould thus be broaght to 

will, Wherefore neither will he remove, nor Chancellor, 
nor Juiticiar, nor Treaſurer, as you have propounded to order the 
matter, neither will be put any other in their roow. After the 
ame faſhion, ſays MH. Paris, there was a cavilling Anſwer to 
the other wholeſom Articles which were ſutticiently for the 
King's Intereſt. But he arks of you an Aid of Mony to recover 
bis Reg in the parts beyond the Sear, wherein you your ſelves 
are alike concerned. When therefore the Parliament had 
heard this, they underſtood clearer than the Light that all 
this came from his preſent Counſellors, whoſe Reign would 
be at anend, and be blown away with a puff, if the Baronage 
of all Evgland might be heard. But fecing themſelves crat- 
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tily anſwered and oppoſed, they all made anſwer as if it 
had been preciſely with one breath, That they would by no 
means wſcleſly impoveriſh themſelver, that Aliens might be 
proud at their coit, and to ſtrengthen the Enemies of the 
King and Kingdow : Of which they give inſtances in 
what lately happened in "Poitos® and Gaſcony 3 where 
the King upon an Expedition of his own head, and 
againſt their advice, loſt Honour, Treaſure, Lands, and 
wholly miſcarried. And fo the Parliament broke _ the 
utmoſt indignation, every one being diſappointed in the great 
hopes which they long had from this Parliament : and they 
carried home nothing but, as they uſed to do, contemp- 
ruous Uſage, with loſt Labour and Expences. 

The Grievances ſtill encreaſe till we come to a new Con- 
firmation of M. Charts, A. D. 1253. which was upon this 
occaſion. The Pope for ends of his own follicited the King 
to undertake an Expedition to the Holy Land, and for his 
encouragement granted him the Tenths of the Revenues of 
England for three years. Upon this in a very publick and 
ſolemn manner he took upon him the Croſs ; but ſome faid 
that he only wore that Badg upon his Shoulders as a 
Argument to get Mony. And he ſwore, That after Midſum- 


mer he would begin his journy for the following 3 years, wnleſi 


he were hindred by Death, Sickneſs, or ſome other reaſon 
Impediment, This Oath he took both after the faſhion of a 
Prieſt with his hand upon his Breaſt, and after the manner of 
a Layman, laying his right hand upon the Book and kiſfing 
w _ yet ſays the Hiſtorian, the ſtanders-by were never 
the ſurer. 


But tho the King afterwards produced the Pope's Mandate, | 


wherein by the Power given him of God, he granted the King 
this Tenth, yet the Biſhops oppoſed it as an unſufferable 
Ulfurpation ; which put the _ into the moſt frentich and 
ixpotent Rage that ever was deſcribed; and tho afterwards 
be cloſeted them, yet he could not prevail. At laſt about 
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Eaxfter a Parliament was called. After fifteen days debate, 
the conſent of the whole Parhament fertled in theſe Re- 
ſolves 3 That they would not hinder the King's picus Intention 
of going to the Holy Lands mor at the fame time ſhould the 
Church and K ingdow ſuffer damage. I hey thereforc grant the 
King the Tenths of all Church-Revenues for three years, 
and three Marks eſcuage upon every Knights Fee for that 
year. And the King on- his part promiſed that in goad 
Faith, and without any Quirks or cavilling Pretences, he 
would faithfully obſerve M. Charts, and every Article of it. 
Tho it was no more than his Father King Jobz had ſworn to 
keep many years ago, and in hke manner the preſent King 
at his Coronation, and many a time after, whereby he chousd 
the Nation of an infinite deal of Mony. 

Accordingly «May the 3d in the great Hall at }Veſiminſter, 
in the preſence and with the conſent of the King and the 
whole Parliament, the Archbiſhop and the Biſhops in their 
Pontificals with lighted Candles, paſt the Sentence of Ex- 
communication againſt all that ſhould violate the Liberties of 
the Church, and the Libertics or free Cuſtoms of the Realm 
of England ; and thoſe eſpecially which are contained in the 
Charter of the common Liberties of the Realm of England, 
and of the Forelt. And the Charter of K. Fobx was accord- 
ingly rchearſed and confirmed. The form of the Excommus- 
nication is fomewhart large, as being ſtrongly drawn up, and 
the Anatherna's well laid on; it is 1n Bacow pag. 131. And 
all the while the Sentence was reading, the King laid his hand 
ſpread upon his Breaſt, chooſing to atliſt with that Ceremo- 
ny, and not with holding 2 wax Candle, to thew as he faid, 
That his Heart went all ”/ with it and when it was ended he 
ſaid theſe words, So kelp we God, I will faithfully kep all 
theſe things inviolate, as I am a Man, as I am a Chriſtian, as 
[ am a Knight, and as | am a King crowned and anointed. 

Daniel and * Bacon are wondertally taken with the manner 
of this Confirmation of the Charters, and fay that there was 
G never 
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never ſuch a ſolemn Sanftion of Laws, frce the Law war del. 
vered af Mount Sinmi. Burt the Renownud Kobert (rrofthead, 
Bithop of Linco's, divining and forcbuding in his Heart 
that the King would fly off trom ';'* Covenants, immediately,as 
ſoon as he got down imnto his Biſhoprick,caulcd all the Breakers 
ot the Charters, and eſpecially all the Prieſts that were fo, to 
be fulemnly excommumicared in every Pariſh Church through- 
out his Dioceſs, which are ſo many as can hardly be num- 
bered, and the Sentence was ſuch as was enough to make 
the Ears of thoſe that heard it to tingle, and to quail their 
Hearts not a little. 

The Parliament being thus ended, the King preſently uſes 
the worſt Counſel that could be, and refolves to overthrow 
all that had been thus eſtabliſhed : for it was told him, that 
he ſhould not be King, at leaſt Lord in England, if the faid 
Charters were kept : and his Father Job had experience of 
it, and choſe rather to die than thus to be trampled under 
foot by his Subjetts. And theſe Whilperers of Satan added 
moreover, * Take n» care tho you imcur this Sentence 
« of Excommunication: for a hundred, or for a brace 
«* of hundred pounds the Pope will abſolve you, who 
«* out of the plenitude of his Power, what he pleaſes 
* can cither looſe or bind: For the greater cannot com- 
* mand a greater than he. You will have your Tenth to a 
* Farthing, which will amount to very many thoufand 
« Marks; and what If{lening will it be of that ineſtimable 
« Sum, to give the Pope a ſmall Driblet, who can ablvlve 
* you tho he himſclf had confirmed the Sentence, feeing it 
« belongs to him to annul, who can enat; nay for a ſmall 
* Gratuity will enlarge the Term of years for the Grant 
* of the Tenth, and will throw you in a year or two? 
Which accordingly afterwards came to paſs, as the followi 
Narration ſhall declare. Here is a loſt King and a loſt Nat 
on : Why ſhould we read any further ? 

Two years aftcr, having ſpent molt of that time + the 
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Wars in Gaſcony, for to the Holy Land he never went, he 
calls a Parliament at London upon Hoke day, which was the 
fulleſt Aſſembly thar ever was there ſeen, In ſhort the King 
wants Mony, was in Debt, and would have the Aid from 
the Baronics to be continued in proportion to the Tenths, 
that ſo, compleating their Tax, he might be bound to give 
them bis Thanks in full. This would have amounted to ſuch 
a Sum as would have empoveriſhed the Realm, and made it 
defencelefs, and expoſed it to Foreigners. Upon Confulta- 
tion therefore, becauſe that Propoſal was impoſlible, they 
came to this Conceſhon, © That they would RN bur- 
« den themſclves much, for to have M. Charts to be honeſtly 
« kept, from that time forth hereafter, without pettifogging 
* Quirks, which he had fo often promiſed, and ſworn and 
* bound himfſclt roit, under the Rrifteſt Ties that could be 
* laid upon his Soul. They demanded moreover to chooſe 
* them a Juſticiar, Chancellor, and Treaſurer, by the Com- 
*« mon Council of the Realm, as was the Cuſtom from an- 
« tient rimcs, and was juſt ; who likewiſc ſhould not be re- 
* moved but tor manifelt Faults, and by the Common Coun- 
« cil and Deliberation of the Realm called together in Parlia- 
* ment. Fornow therewere ſo many Kings in England, that 
* the antient Heptarchy ſeemed to be revived. You might 
have ſeen Grief in the Peoples Countenances. For neither 
the Prelates nor the Nobles knew how to hold faſt their 
'Protew, | mean their King, although he ſhould have granted 
them all this. Becauſe in every thing he tranſgretiles the 
Bounds of Truth; and where there is no Truth, no certain- 
ty can be had. lt was told them likewiſe by the Gentlemen 
of the Bedchamber, who were moſt inward with the King, 
that he would by no means grant them their deſire about the 
Juſticiar, Chancellor, and Treaſurer. Moreover, the Pre- 
lates were bloodily grieved about their Tenth, which they 
promiſed conditionally, and now were forced to pay abſo- 


lutely, the Church being uf-d like a Servant-Maid. The 
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Nobles were wounded with the Exation which bung over 
their heads, and ymnncts: pany 

At laſt they all to a to the King in the 
name of te hol Parliemen t, Hhngers.y bo bor: ſhould be 
deferred till Micherlmas, * That in the mean time they might 
« have trial of the King's Fidelity and penignity, that he 
« proving thus perhaps towards thera and their Paticnce in 
the keeping the Charter ſo many times promiſed, and (6 
many umes bought out, might turn again and deſervedly 
incline their Hearts towards him : and they as far as ther 
Power would extend, would obedicntly give him a Sup- 
« ply. Which when the King did not like, and by giving 
no Anſwer did not agree to ut, the Parliament after many 
fruitleſs Debates, day after day from morning to night, thus 
broke up 3 and the Nobles of Exglard now made ignoble, 
went home (then the Parliament did not live at Court in 
thoſe days) in the greateſt deſolation and deſpair. 

In the ſame year arrived Alienor the King of Spain's Siſter, 
whom Prince Edward had married, with tuch a Retinue of 
Spaniards as look'd like an Invaſion, who with great Pomp, 
and all forts of publick Rejoicings, were nnived at London ; 
tho with the ſcorn and laughter of the common People at 
their Pride. But grave Perlons and Men of Circumſpettion 

ndering the Circumſtances of things, fetch'd deep ſighs 
rom the bottom of their hearts, to ſce all Strangers ſo much in 
requeſt, and the Subjetts of the Realm reputed as vile, which 
they took for a token of their irreparable Ruin. At the 
ſame time there was the worſt news that could be of a Legat 
« latere coming over armed with Legantine Power, who was 
ready prepared in all things to ſecond the King in the de- 
ſtruction of the People of England, and to nooſe all Gain- 
layers and Oppolers of the Royal Will, which is a tyranaical 
one, and to hamper them all in the Bonds of an Arthenrs, 
Morcover it terrified both the Prelates and Nobles, and ſunk 
them into a bottomleſs Pit of deſperation, to ſee that the 


King 
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King by ſueh unſpeakable craftine had brought in ſo many 
R—_ dropping in one after another, and by had 
drawn into co acy with bim many, and al all the 
principal Men in England, as the Earls of Glocefler, Warren, 
Lincoln and Devonſbire, and very many other Noblemen, 
and had fo impoveriſhed the natural born Subjects, to inrich 
his Foreign Kindred and Relations,that in caſe the body of the 
Realm ſhould have thoughts of ſtanding for their Right, and 
the King were againſt them, they would have no power to 
reſtrain the King and his Foreigners, or be able to contradict 
them. As for Earl Nichard, who is reckoned our greateſt 
Nobleman, he ſtood neutral. In like manner there were 
others not daring to mutter or ſpeak within their Teeth. 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who ought to be like a Shield 
againſt the Aſlaults of the Enemy, was engaged in ſecular 
Affairs beyond Sea, taking little care of his Flock in England. 
The nimous Patriots and hearty Lovers of the Realm, 
namely the Archbiſhop of Tork, "Robert Groſfthead Biſhop of 
Lincoln, Warin de Munchemſil, and many others, were dead and 
gone. In the mean while the Poitovin Kindred of the King 
with the Provincials, and now the Spaniards and the Romans 
are daily enriched with the Revenues as faſt as they ariſe, and 
are promoted to Honors, while the Engliſh are repuls'd. 

In this lamentable ſtate was the Nation again, within 
two years after the ſo much magnified Confirmation of their 
Charter, which was indeed performed with the greateſt fo- 
lemnity poſlible 3 for Heaven and Earth were called to wit- 
neſs it. The year following, tho England (till lay under op- 
preſſion, yet the Welſh were reſolved to bear the Tyranny 
no longer, but ſtood up for their Country and the mainte- 
nance of their Laws, and baffled ſeveral Armies firft of the 
Prince and afterwards of the King. They were ten thou- 
ſand Horſe, and many more Foot, who entring into a mutual 
Atlociation ſwore upon the Goſpels, that they would man- 
tally and faithfully tight to the death for the Liberties of 
their 
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their Country and their antient Laws, and declared ay 
had ratber die with Honour, than ſpin out a wretched life 
in Diſgrace. At which manly Aion of theirs, ſays the Hiſto- 
rian, the Engliſh owght deſcrvedly to bluſh, who lay down their neck 
to every one that ſets bis foot upon it, and trackle under Strangers, 
41 if they were « ſorry dieninntive timourſow little people, and 4 
riffreff of ſcounarel;. 

It is very hard that the Engliſh Nation muſt at the Gme 
time ſuffer by the Welſh in their Excurſions upon our Bor- 
ders, and withal be continually perſecuted by this Hiſtorian, 
and upbraided with the Welſh Valour. But fo it is, that he 
cannot mention any Engliſh Grievance, but he twits us with 
the Welſh, Baldwin of Rivers, by the procurement of our 


. Lady the Queen, marrics a certain Foreigner a Savozard of 


the Queen's Kindred : Now to this Baldwin belongs the 
County of Devon; and ſo day by day the noble Pollceflions 
of the Engliſh are devolved upon Foreigners, which the faint- 
hearted Engliſh enther will not know, or diſſemble their K nowledg, 
whoſe Comardice and ſupine Simplicity 1s reproved by the 1Welſb 
Stoutneſs. 

In the next Paſlage we have anaccount of the King's com- 
ing to St. Albans in the beginning of March, and ſtaying 
there a week 3 where all the while this Hiſtorian was conti- 
nually with him, at his Table, in his Palace, and Bedchamber 
at which time he very diligently and friendly direGed this Wri- 
ter's Pen : So that it is not to be expected we ſhall hear any 
more of the Welſh, And yet the ſame Summer when they 
bafticd the King's Expedition againſt them, he rejoices that 
their Martial ' Buſineſs proſpered in their hards, For he fays, 
that their Cauſe ſeemed to be a juſt Cavife even to their Ene- 
mics. And that which heartned them moſt was this, that 
they were reſolutely fighting for their a1ctient Laws and Li- 
beriies 3 like the Trojans from whom they were deſcended, 
and with an original Conſtancy. IIs to the wretched Engliſh 
that are trampled upon by eviry Foreigner, and ſuſſer their antient 
Liberties 


— 
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Liberties of the Realms to be puſſt out and « } 
wot aſhamed of this, when they are taught better by t 
the Welſh. O England ! thou art juſtly reputed the Bonudwomean 
of other Countries, and beneath thew af : What thy Natives earn 
bardly, Aliens ſnatch away and carry off ! 

It is impollible for an honeſt Man ever to bate his Coun- 
try 4 but if it will ſuffer it (elf ro be oppreſſed, it juſtly be- 
comes at once both the pity and ſcorn of every underſtand- 
ing Man, and of them chiefly that love it beſt. But as we 
cannot hate our Country, fo for the fame reaſan we cannot 
but hate ſuch a Generation of Men, as for their own little 
ends are willing to en(lave it to all poſtericy ; wherein they 
are worſe than Eſax, for he only fold his own Birthright for 
a meſs of Pottage, but not other Folk's too. 

ln the year 1258, a Parliament was called to Londow the 
day after Hoke Tueſlay,for great and weighty Afﬀairs z for the 
King had engaged and entangled himfelt in great and amaz- 
ing Debts to the Pope about the Kingdom of Apulia, and 
he was likewiſe ſick of his Welſh War. But when the King 
was very urgent fur an Aid of Mony, the Parliament reſo- 
lutely and unanimouſly anſwered him, That they neither would 
wor could bear ſuch Extortions any longer. Hereupon he be- 
takes himſclt to his ſhifts ro draw in the rich Abbys to 
be bound for him for Sums of Mony 5 but though it was 
well managed, he failed in it. And that Parliament was 
prolonged and ſpent in Altercations between the King 
and the great Men, till the week after A/cenſron day : For 
the. Complaints againſt the King were fo muluplicd daily, 
and the Grievances were ſo many, by the breach of M. Char- 
t4, and the Infolence of the Foreigners, that M. Paris ſays 
it would require ſpecial Treatiles to reckon up the King's 
Miſcarriages. And the King being reproved for them, and 
being convinced of the jultneſs of the Reproof, bethought 
and humbled himſelf, tho it were late firſt, and ſaid, That be ba: 
been too often bewitcht by wicked Counſel : but he promiled, 
» which 
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which he likewiſe confirmed by an Oath taken upon the Altar 


\ and Shrine of St. Edward, That be would plainly and punually 


corre} his former Errors, and graciouſly comply with his natural 
born Subje#s. But his former frequent breach of Oath ren- 
dered him incredible, and neither fit to be believed nor 
truſted. And becauſe the great Men knew not as yet 
how to hold faſt their Proteww, which was a hard and difficult 
buſineſs to do, the Parliament was put off to Barnaby day, 
to be held without fail at Oxford. In the mean time the 
chief Men of England, namely the Earls of Gloceſter, Lrice. 
fter, and Hereford, the Earl Marſhal, and other eminent Men, 
out of a ident Precaution for themſelves, affociated : 
and becauſe they were vehemently afraid of the Treachery 
of the Foreigners, and much ſuſpetted the little Plots of 
- King, they came armed and with a good Retinue to 
ord. 
the great Men in the very beginning of the Parlia- 


-ment confirmed their former Purpoſc and immutable Reſolu- 
. -tion to have the Charter of the Liberties of England faith- 


fully kept and obſerved, which the King had often granted 
and ſworn, and had cauſed all the Bilhops of England to ex- 
communicate in a hornble manner all the Breakers of it, 
and he himſelf was one of the Excommunicators. They de- 
manded likewiſe to have a Juſticiar that ſhould do equal 
Juſtice, and ſome other publick things, which were for the 
common Profit of the King and Realm, and tended to the 
Peace and Honour of them both. And they frequently and 
urgently asked and adviſed the King to follow their Counſels, 
and the neceſſary Proviſions they had drawn up, ſwearing 
with pledging their Faiths, and giving one another their 
hands, That they would not ceaſe to ny yu what they bad pro- 
pownded, for the loſs either of Mony or Lands, or for the Life 
or Death of Themſelves or Theirs. Which when the King un- 
derſtood, be ſolemnly ſwore, That he would comply with their 
Connſels, and agree to them : And Prince Edward took of 
ame 
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ſame Oath. But Jobs Earl of Warren was reft and re- 
fuſed it, and the King's balf Brothers, Williaze of Valence, and 
others. Then the Sea-ports were order'd to be ftritly 
| and the Gates of London to be cloſe kept anights, 
fear the Foreigners ſhould ſurprize it. And wheri they 
had ſpent ſome days in deliberating what was to be done 
in ſo weighty an Afﬀeair, as repairing the State of a broken 
ſhattered Kingdom was, they confirmed their purpoſe with 
renewing their Covenants and Oaths, That neither for Death, 
nor Life, nor Free-bold, for Hatred or Aﬀe@ion, or any other 
way, they would be biaſi'd or flackned from purging the Realm, 
which they and their *Progenitors before them were the native 
pring, and clearing it of an Alien-born * Brood, nor from 
> JR and obtaining good and commendable Laws : 
if ay wan, whoever be be, ſhould be refraiFory and op. 
poſe this, they would compel him to joim with them whether be 
would or no. And tho the King and Prince Edward had both 
ſworn before, yet Prince Edward, as he could, refuſed this 
Oath, and {© did Jobs Earl of Warren. But Son to Ri- 
chard King of the Rowan was doubtful and unreſolved ; fay- 
ing, That he could not take ſuch an Oath, unleſs it were with 
his Father's Leave and Advice. To whom the Barons pub- 
lickly made anſwer, That if bis F ather himſelf would not agree to 
Cnr men FEARS nd. The Kings 
balf were very poſitive, and ſwore bloodily, that they 
would never part with any of the Caſtles, Revenues and 
Wards, which their Brother had freely given them, w_ 
as they breathed. But while they were aflerting this, a 
multiplying Oaths not fit to be rehearſed, the Earl of Lei- 
made anſwer to Williaw de Valence, who was more 


ſwoln and haughty than the reſt z Know for certain, that ti- 
ther you o which you have from the King, 
af v7 5 H And the other Earls and Ba- 
rons firmly the fame. The Poitovins therefore were 


in'a great Fright, not oy what to do : For _ 
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ſhould retire to ſome Caſtle, wanting Provifions they would 
ſoon be ſtarved out : For the "Body of the common "People 
of the Realm, without the Nobler, would e them, and witerly 
raſe their Caſtles. Whereupon at dinner time they ſtole away, 
as if it had ben to go to Dinner, and took their 
to Wincheſler, When the great Men were advertiſed that 
the Poitovins had thus taken their Flight towards the Sea- 
fide, fearing leſt they might be gone to bring in forcign Aid 
(1 ſuppoſe they had net age n_ K. Job ſerved his Ba- 
rons) they thought all delays dangerous in ſuch a matter, 
and theretore immediately mu all their Force to look 
after thery. 

The Barons on the 15th of July diſmiſſed the Poitevins, 
and commended them to the Seas in their P to Frence, 
where they met with forry welcome, but at Jaſt were fent 
bome with a ſafe Condutt. But the Barons took care to 
ſend them from hence as bare as they came; for Richard 
Graz Governor of Dover, by their order, ſeized all their 
Mony, and it was appointed to be laid out for the 
Llſes of the Realm. On the 20th of the ſame Month came 
Commiſſioners of the Parliament to London, and convened 
all the Citizens, otherwiſe called Barons, of the whole Ci- 
ty 5 and in the Hall which is called Gildebell, they acked 
themif they would faithfully obey the Statutes of the Par- 
lament, and immutably adhere to them, manfully 
_ Fey premarin. the Parliament ? 

w them " the Com- 
miſboners — wake worn | man Fart arent 
mon Seal of the City. But they did not as yet make pub- 
lick Proclamation of theſe Statutes, becauſe they were in 


* confuſion about the Earl of Gloceſter*s being poiſoned, and his 


Brother (as were ſeveral others) which, as appeared after- 
wards, was the Poitevins F arewel. 

And then in this follicitous and wei Afﬀair, and in 

we of the whole 

Realm, 


this moſt happy Renovation andright 
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Realm, Falk Biſhop of Londev was more lukewarm and ?. 574. 


remiſs than became him, or was expedient z whereby he fo 
much the more ſmutted and* blackned his Fame, by how 
much he had formerly been more generous than others. And 
ſo the Barons having repoſed their hopes in his Breaſt, he 
ed many of them ro Anger by his falling off, when 
this means they believed they ſhould fer the King 
right with his People. But that which frighted them be- 
yond all things was, the King's mutability and unſearchable 
doublenefs, which they perceived by a terrible Word he let fall. 
Tg —_ day upon the Thazees in his Barge, a ſudden Storm 
of Thunder and Lightning aroſe, which he dreaded above 
all things z and therefore immediately ordered to be ſet a- 
ſhore, which ha to be at Durbaw-bouſe, where the 
Earl of Leiceſter lay : Which when the Earl underſtood, 


Countenance, 
meaſure ; but with an horrid Oa 


Thunder and in the World. To which the Earl gave 
a mild and A , and only let him know he had a 
wrong opimon of him. But all Meadid ſuſpe@t this amazing 


Expreſhon proceeded from hence, that the Earl had been a 
in eſtabliſhing the Proviſions at Oxford. 

T9 to thoſe js _ __ ly in 
tire ing ſent privately to the Pope, to be ab- 
hen tis Ont & he was bound +4 a them : 
he cafily obtained, not only for bimſclf, but for all 
all thoſe that he could any way 
his Party. 

kept his Chriſl-ras at the Tower 
the Inſtigation and wicked 
red wholly averſe to the Co- 
2 venane 
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venant which be had made with his Parliament, he contrived 
how to publiſh his averſion and indignation againſt it. In or- 
der to which he kept his Reſidence mn the Tower, and heving 
6 broke open the Locks to come at the Treaſure, which wa: 

there ab antiquo * (which I ſuppoſe was ſome antient Reir- 

lome or publick Stock of the Kingdom, kept there as a Re- 

ſerve againſt ſome great Emergency 3 for it is plain be had 
*\ not the Keys of it) be brought it out to ſpend. Aﬀeer this he 
pf hires Workmen to repair and fortify the Tower, and orders 
| the City of London to be put in a poſture of Defence, and 
all the Inhabitants of it from twelve years old and upwards 
to ſwear Fidelity to him 3 and the common Cryer Pro- 
clamation, That whoever was willing to ſerve the King, 
ſhould come away cheerily, and enter into his Pay, And 
then he took his time to publiſh the Pope's Bull of Abſoluti- 
on from the Oath, which was done at the 'Pas/s-Crob Ser- 
mon. 

Upon notice of theſe things, there was a great Confluence 
of the Barons from all parts, with a great ſtrength of armed 
Men, who came and lay in the Suburbs ; for, they were not 
ſuffered to come within the City. But from thence the Ba- 
rons ſent Meſſengers to the King, and humbly beſought bim, 
That be would inviolably keep the common Oath which all of 
them had taken ; and if any thing diſpleaſed him, that he would 
ſhew it to them, that they might amend it. But he by no 
meansconfenting to what they offered, anſwer'd harſhly and 
threatningly, becauſe they had failed in their Agreement, be 
would with them mo more, but that from henceforth every 
one (hould for bir own Defence, At length by the Medi- 
ation of Perſons the Buſineſs was brought to this Iſſue, 


* Vid. Artic. 24. in R. 2. 
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That the King ſhould chuſe one perſon, and the Barons- ano- 
ther z which two ſhould chuſe a third, who having heard the 

ints on both ſides, ſhould eſtabliſh a la ing Peace 
and nt betwixt them, But this Treaty was allowed 
to be put off till the Return of Prince Edwerd, who was 
then Sea. 

The _ this, made haſte home, that the Peace 
ight not be delayed by his Abſence z who when he came, 
and found what vain Counſels the King had taken, was y 
angry, and abſented himſclt from his Father's Preſence, ad- 
hering to the Barons in this behalf, as he had (worn : And 
they entered into a Confederacy with one another, That they 
would ſeize the King's evil Counſellors, and their Abettors, and 
to the wimoſt of their Power remove them from the King. Which 
when the King underſtood, he betook himſelf with bis Coun- 
ſellors into the Tower, his Son and the great Men abiding (till 
without. 

The next Chriſime:s we find him (till in the Tower, with the 
Queen and his Counſellors, that were neither profitable to 
him, nor faithful. Which Counſcllors fearing to be afſault- 
ed, got a Guard, and kept cloſe in the Tower, At length, 
by the Queen's means, with much ado, ſome of the great 
Mea were reconciled, and made Friends with them. When 
this was done, the King ventured himſelf out of the Tower,leav- 
ing the Command of jt to Fobr Manſell (his principal Coun- 
ſellor, and the richel Clergy-man in the World) and went 
down to Dover, where he entered the Caſtle, which was 
neither offered him nor denied him. And there the King 
found how he had been impoſed upon, when he ſaw a Caſtle 
ſo carefully guarded by a Guard of the Barons, ly open to 
him, When he went away, he committed the Charge of 
that Caſtle to E. de Walerew. He went likewiſe to Ser 
Caſtle, and ſeveral others, and found I and is 


at his Pleaſure. It is plain they only kept them for the King. 
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At that time the King thinking bimſelf ſecure, reſolved 

openly to depart from his Oath, of -which the Pope had gi- 

ven him a Releaſe. He went therefore round about to ſeveral 
Cities and Caſtles, reſolving totake them and the whole King- 
(1 dom into his hands, being encouraged and animated thereto, 
p becauſe the King of France, together with his Great Men, 
| had lately promiſed to affiſt him with a great Force. Coming 


therefore to Wincheſter, he turned his Juſticiar and Chancellor, 
that were lately inſtituted by the Parliament, out of their Offi- 
gp 9s rag Which when the Barons 
heard, haſtened with a great Power towards Wincheſter ; 
of which Jobn Hanſel having timely notice, went privately 
down to t and ſufficiently inform 'd kim of his Danger, 
and fetcht him y back again to the Tower of Londox. 


There the King kept his next Chriſtmas with the Queen 
_ and his Counſellors : At which time it was greatly laboured, 
RK 47. both by the Biſhops of England and the Prelates of Fraxce, 
to make betwixt the King and his Barons ; and it came 
to this iſſue: That the King and the Peers ſhould ſubmit 
themſelves to the determination of the King of France, both 
as to the Proviſions of Oxford, and the Spoils and Damages 
| Ee Frenees Is a Parliament at Awiexs 

the rancecalls a Parli at 
IE Coma for the King of land 

P. 992. inſt the Barons z Whereby the Statutes of Oxford, 
1, Ordinances: and Obligations, were wholly annulld, with 
this Exception : That by that Semtence be did in no wiſe intend 
to derogate at all from the antient Charter of Joha King of Eng- 
\ Univerſi- land, whith be granted to bis Parliament, or Realms. 
n= WR Exception compelled the Earl of Leiceſter, and 
" -"_ ay {ns RInEng to — — 

lution i ly the Statutes ; 

were founded = 1 that Charter. wa 
Preſently after this they all came that had been pre- 
ſent at the French Parliament z the King of England, the 


Queen, 
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Queen, ace Arch-biſbop of Canterbury, Pater of Here- 
ford, b Yate Manſell, who ceaſed not plotting and deviſing 
all the miſchief they could againſt the Barons. From that 
time things grew worſe and worſe z for many great Men left 
the Earl of Leicefler and his righteous Cauſe, and went off 
perjur'd. Henry Son to the _ of the Fawans, having 
received the Honour of Tickbel, which was given him by the 
Prince, came to the Earl, wg aid, My Lord St, Oo 
any longer be engaged againſt my Father King of Germany, 
my Uncle King: of | h9) and my other Relations z and 
therefore with your good leave and licence, I mean to depart, 
but I will never bear Arms againſt you. To whom the Earl 
chearfully replied, Lord Henry, 1am not at all troubled about 
your Arms, but for the Inconſtancy which I fee in you: 
Therefore pray go withiyour Arms, and, if you pleaſe, come 
back with your Arms; for I fear them not. At that time 
Roger de Clyſfard, Roger de Leibern, Fobn de Vallibus, Hamon 
le Eftrange, and many others, being blinded with Gifts, went 


off from their Fidelity, which they had ſworn to the Barons ,, un 
mune. 


for the common good. 

If M. "Paris had been alive, he would have told us a piece 
of his mind concerning this falſe ſtep of the Barons, in put- 
ting their Coat to arbitration, and ſubmitting the Exgli 
the determination of an inco nt Foreigner. But we 
loſt his noble Pen £. D. 1259. that is, about 4 Years ago, 

ently after the eſtabliſhment of the Proviſions at Oxford : 
that what has fince follow'd, is taken out of the Continu- 
ator of his Hiſtory, who out of Modeſty has forborn to ſet 
his name, & being wnworthy, as he ſays, to unlooſe the Latches of . 
that venerable Man's Shoo. But we aretold that it was Willieaw 
Riſhanger, who ſucceeded Mat. Paris in the ſame Imployment, 
and proſecuted the Hiſtory to the end of H. 3. I know not by 
what misfortune we have loſt his Proviſions of Oxford, which 

97 % he ays are written in his Xdditements : for certain it was 

no negleRt or omiſſion of his,becaule he died with cm 
* 


/mnatcation. « 


his Heart. For the laſt Paſſage but one that he wrote, was the 
Death of Falk Baſſet Bilbop of London (whom we ſaw above he 


_ taxed formerly upon the ſame account) ee yer 


Fm I devs a- be bad not a little befor 
o ger'd in t mere. - wa 4 been the þrkrgn nd 
eng and " tay and Defence. 
Gafeng in that main Afﬀair was what Manhew 

on a forgive him aliwe nor dead. And indeed this 
could not but come unex y from ſuch a Man, who had 
been always firm and honeſt to that degree, as to tell the 
King, when he arbitrarily threatned him for ſome incompli- 
ance of his to turn him out of his Sir, þ HR 
when you takg away my Mitre, TR I 

ice of Amity, becanls chey have fopplied © 
piece of Antiquity, t 
and have fr wobeck a Latin and F 
Proviſions. It would be too large, as well as my 
poſe, to ſet them down. In ſhort, whereas by M. C 
in K, Jobs's time there were 25 Barons (whereof the Lord 
Mayor of London was one) appointed to be Conſervators of 
the "Conencs of that Charter, with full power to diſtreſs 
the King, in caſe Grievances, u notice given, were not 
redrefied within = days : Oa the other _ this Pro- 


Gro he rect Men i Epadord to ben fandin? 
Council, without whole Advice nothing was to be done. 


4, of mm till they ſhould be able to bring he 
Government into the right Channel again: For the 


fons of Oxford were only proviſional, like the Jnteriw in 
Germa- 
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Germany before the Reformation, and to continue no longer 
than as ſo many Scaffolds, till the Rujns of the Realm were 
repaired. Accordingly the utmoſt Proviſion that I find was 
but for 12 years, as we have it in the Oath of the Gover- 
nours of the Kings Caſtles, in theſe words. 


Ceo off le ſerment ke les gardens des Chaſtels firent, Ke if les 59% Bar- 
/ cw al oes le Rei et ſes _ A 


Chaſtels le Rei leaument e en bone fei gar 
hers. E ke ens les rendrunt al Kein a ſer beyres &t a nul autre, 
& par ſun cunſeil et en nul autre manere ; Ceo eſt a ſaver par prodes 
homes de Ia terre efluz a ſun Cunſcil, u par la greinure partie. 
E cefle furme par eſcrit derke @ duze ans. E de ilokes en 
avant per ceſt eitablement et ceſt [_ ne ſeint conſireint ke 
franchement ne les puſſent rendre al Rei # a ſes heirs, $0 that the 
Barons of England were certainly in the right, when they 
faid, that the Proviſions of Oxford were founded upon the 
Magna Charts which the French King and Parliament allowed ; 
for every greater contains in it the lefs, and the Power of the 
25 Conlervators of M. Charts is vilibly greater than that of 
the 24 Counſellors at Oxford, as much as the Power of Coer- 
cion and puniſhing is above that of direCing, 

The French King and Parliament were fo far Parties, that 
(as we ſaw before) they had promiſed the King a powerful 
Athſtance, which gave him encouragement ſo openly to break 
bis Oath, and undo what he had done : Which certainly the 
Barons did not then know, or elſe they would have bin very 
far from ſubmitting to their determination z eſpecially when 
they could get nothing by it. For if it had proceeded in fa- 
vour of them, they only had been where they were before, a 
foreign Confirmation adding no Authority to Exgliſh Laws ; 
and that Determination that was made, only ſerved to puzzle 
the Cauſe, and to bring a War upon them, which it muſt be 
intended this unwiſe Expedient was to prevent. 

The firſt Aggreſſor in this War was Roger Mortimer, who 
invaded and ravaged the Lands of Simon Monfort ; but he was 
ſoon even with him : The Prince likewiſe took (cveral — 
[ a 
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and Robert Ferrars FE. of Derby, who was of neither fide, took 
that opportunity to ſeize and plunder the City of Worceſter, 
and do a deal of miſchief, for which he was afterwards 
ſent Priſoner to the Tower. The Barons Army eaſily retook 
what was taken, and marched towards Lowdow, where John 
Manſell Lieutenant of the Tower, fearing he ſhould be ſeverely 
handled by the Barons, for he was the moſt ſpecial Coun- 
ſellor the King and Queen had, run away by ſtealth. The 
King likewiſe fearing leſt the Barons Army ſhould be 
him in the Tower, by the mediation of ſome that were afraid 
as well as he, yielded to an Agreement with the Barons, tho 
it afterwards prov'd to be but ſhort-livd, and promis'd to 


- keep the Provifions of Oxford : But the Queen, inſtigated 


P. 99% 


with a Feminine Malice, oppoy'd it all ſhe could. The Form 
of this Peace betwixt the King, the Earl, and Barons, was u 
on theſe Conditions. 1. Henry Son of the King of t 
Romans (who was then the King's "Priſoner ) ſhould be releas'd. 
2. That all the King': C 07 throughout England be deliver- 
ed wp to the Cuſtody of the Barons. 3. That the ions of Or- 
ford be inviolably kept. 4. That all Foreigners by a ſa time 
ſhould wan the ingdoms, excepting thoſe - bere 
ſhould be allowed by common Conſent, a: truſty to the {calm 
haps not a quarter of the number Trey have in —_—_— 
ralization AQ.) That for the time to come the Natives of England, 
who are faithful and profitable to the Realm, may have the order- 
ing of all Affairs under the King. 

* Theſe things being thus covenanted, in a little while 
« after, Pats, Promi Oaths notwithſtanding, ſeveral 
* Knights on the King's part ſtored Windſor Caſtle with a 
= pu quantity of Proviſions and Arms, and they and the 
« Prince begun a new War, This War lafted with great va- 
riety of ſtrange Succeſſes on both fides for ſeveral 
till the Earl of Leiceiter was overthrown and (lain in the Battle 
of Eveſbam. Upon which the Hiſtorian faysz © And thus 
* ended his Labours that great Man Earl Simon, who ſpent, 

* not 
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* not only his, but himſelf in behalf of the oppreſled, in aſlert- 
s ing a juſt Cauſe, and maintaining the Rights of the Realm. 
* He undertook this Cauſe, ia which he fought to the death, 
* by the advice, and at the inſtance of the Bleſſed Robert 
&« Culthead Biſhop of Lincols, who conſtantly affirmed, that 
&« all that died for it were crowned with Martyrdom. 

After this deciding Battle the Prince follow'd bis Blow, 
by adviſing his Father to call a Parliament forthwith, before 
his Vi cool'd 3; which accordingly met at Wincheſter 
8. Sept. w the _ was 5. Avg. before. In this Par- 
liament they did what they would with the Earl's broken and 
diſpers'd Party : The chief of them were impriſoned to be puniſh- 
ed «t the King's will; the City of London disfrenchiſed for their 
Rebellion ;, all that took part with E. Simon diſfinberited, whoſe 
Land: the King preſently ray thoſe that had tuck faith- 
fully to him, a: areward £4 their » Ottobon the Legat al- 
ſo call'd a Council at Northampton, and there excommuni- 
cated all the Bi and Clergy that had aided and favoured 
E. Simon againſt the King 3 namely, the Biſhops of Wincke- 
iter, London, Worceſter, and Chicheſier : Of whom the Biſhop 
of Worceſter y died (viliter) in few days after this Sen- 
tence 3 but | wa three went to Rowe to make their Peace 
with the Pope. In ſhort, he excommunicated all others what- 
ſoever that had been againſt the King, 

The diſinherited Barons thought never the worſe of their 
Cauſe for this Overthrow, but ſtill continued in Arms for 
three years after. And tho they were forc'd to fly from place 
to place, and live as they could, yet they ſeem tobe the Con- 

For their Anſwer to the Legates Meſlage to them in 


the Iſle of Ely ſhews them to be Men of great Wiſdom, In- 
ity and Conſtancy ; and their Demands likewiſe are like 


the whole Realm, which be bad irreverently ejefed out of the 

Realw, the * Biſbops of Wincheſter, London, «nd Chicheſter, 

eMen of grea Counſel and Prudence, for want of whom the 
I 2 


Nation 


ves. For they require the Legat fo reſtore the Council of 
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Nation ſunk, They require him 10 admoniſh the King to remory 
Aliens yn bir Councit, by whom the Land is beld in Captivity : 
That their-Lands may be reſiored them without Redemption at 7 
gears purchaſe, which was lately allowed them at Coventry. That 
the Proviſions of Oxford be kept : That Hoſtages be delivered 
them into the Iſle of Ely, and they to bold that place peaceably 
for five years, while they ſhall ſee how the King performs his 
Promiſer, And after this they reckon up ſeveral Grievances, as 
the Collation of 7 meficer upon Strangers, which are for the 
Livelibood and Maintenance of Natives only, &c. 1 which 
they admoniſh the Legat to ſee amended. 

« Thus they treat, ſays Daniel, not like Men whom their 
« Fortuncs had laid upon the Ground, but as if they had 
« been (till ſtanding 3 ſo much wrought either the opinion 
© of their Cauſe, or the hope of their Party. But this Stub- 
« bornneſs (0 exaſperates the King, as the next year following 
« he prepares a mighty Army, beſets the Iile fo that be ſhuts 
© them upz and Prince Edward with Bridges made on Boats 
« enters the ſame, to whom ſome of them yielded themſelves, 
« and the reſt werediſperſed by Flight. 

He needed not to have been at ſuch a loſs for a Reaſon of 
theſe mens reſolute Behaviour, much leſs to have wiſcalld it, 
if he had heeded the 416 Article of their Anſwer to the Le+ 
gat, which he has tranſlated to loſs. To the fourth they fay, 
That their firit Oath was for the profit of the Realm, and the 
whole Church, and all the Prelats of the Kingdom have paſi the 
Semtence of Excommunication againſt all that contravene it ;, and 
being ſtill of the ſame mind, they are ready prepared to die for 
the ſaid Oath, Wherefore they require the Legat to recal his Sen- 
rence of Excommunication, otherwiſe they appeal to the Apoſtolick 
See, and even to a General Council, or if need were to the Soveraign 
Judg of all, 

Now they that had this ſenſe of their Duty, and of the pub- 
lick Good, tho they were loſt Men in the cyc of the World, 
could not chuſe but ſtand upon their Teras 5 neither could 

they 
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_ abate one jot of a righteous Cauſe, which was all they 

had left to ſupport them. And that was enough : for he that 

is in the right, is always Superiour to him that is in the wrong, 
The Parliament at Wincheſter ſeems to have fat in hot 

Blood, but that King's ſucceeding Parliaments were far from 

ſuffering him to be abſolute and arbitrary, tho there was ne- 

ver 4 Rebel amongſt thew, For the Parliament at Bury gave 

nothing but very ſmart Denials to his and the Legat's ſcurvy ?. 1002. 

Petitions, Petitiones peſſamas, as they call'd them, which were 

contained in cight Articles. The firlt was, That the Prelater and 

Refors of Churches ſbould grant him the Tenth: for three years to 

come, and for the year laſt paſt ſo much ar they gave the Barons 

for guarding the Sea if Strangers, Anſw. To this they 

gave anſwer, That the War began by wnjuit Covetiſe, and is 

mot yet over, (the Iſle of El being not then reduced) end 

it were neceſſary to let alone ſuch very bad "Petitions as theſe, 

and to treat of the Peace of the Realm, and to convert his Par. 

liament to the profit of Church and Kingdom, not to the Extorti- 

on of Pence, eſpecially when the Land i: ſo far deftroged by the 

War, that it will be a time, if ever, before it recover, The 

ſeventh is in the Pope's behalf, tor the ſpeedy preaching up 

of a Cruſado throughout all Exgland. Anſw. To this they 

made anſwer, Thet the People of the Land is in a great part de- 

firozed by the War ;, and if they ſbould now engage in a Cruſa- 

do, few or none would be left for the Defence of their Country : 

whereby it is manifelt, that the Legate wonld have the natural 

Progeny of the Land into * Baniſhment, that Strangers might the 

wore eaſily conquer the Lind, Art. 8. Alſo it was faid, That 

the Prelates were bound to agree to all theſe Petitions nolens 

volens, becauſe of their late Oath at Coventry, where they ſwore, 

they would aid our Lord the King, all manner of ways they 

could poſſibly. Anſw. To this they made Anſwer, That when 

they took that Oath, they did not wnderitand by it any other Aid but 

Ghoith and wholſomw Advice, A very trim Anſwer. And all 


the rclt are much after the ſame faſhion. And to conclude this 
* whole 
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whole Reign, at his laſt Parliament at Marleburgh, IM. Charts 
was confirmed in all its Points. 
Thus have I brought down the Hiſtory of M. Charts to 
he end of Hemry the 3d, wherein you have a ſhort, but 
n&tual Account of that Aﬀair, and the true face of thingy, 
or I have told the Story with the ſame Air the Writer him- 
ſelf does, and have been fo faithful in the Relation, as to keep 
cloſe to his very Phraſe 5 whereby in ſeveral places it is the 
worſe Engliſh, tho the better Hiſtory. As for the Writer 
himſelf, he was the moſt able and ſufficient, and the moſt 
competent that could be, writing upon the Spot, and havi 
all the Advantages which, added to his own Diligence, cou 
ive bim true Information. For he was Hiltoriographer 
oyal to King Hemry III. and invited by him to the Familia- 
rity of dining, and being in frequent con with him,and 
was direQted by him to record ſeveral Matters, and to ſet them 
down in indelible Charafters, which I believe his will . 
And as to his Integrity no Man can ſuſpe&* him, anleb je 
be for being partial on the Court ide, as being in their pay : 
But bis Wr1 ſhew that he was above that mean 
fideration 5 a h he gives the King a Caſt of his OF 
hoe where he can, p———_—_— ct he 
has likewiſe done right to the Barons, and was a fa Friend 
to Truth than to ether of them. And accordingly in King 
Edward 1's claim to a Superiority over the — of 
Scotland, this very Writing is brought as authentick Hiſtory 
concerning what paſſed at Tork, 35 H. 3. and is cited by the 
name of the Chronicle of St. Albans. In one thing he ex- 
cels, which is owing to the Largeneſs and Freedom of his con- 
verſe with Perſons of the firlt Quality, that he not only 
records barely what was done, but what every body faid 
upon all occaſions, which (as Beronizs ſays it is) makes it a 
golden Book. For Mens Speeches give us great light into the 
meaning of their Aftions, which is the very inſide of 
- lo 
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In this Hi of Magne Charts, the Hiſtory of the Barons 
Wars was ily involved, fo that in writing one I muſt 
write both : for as you ſee they were wholly undertaken 
for recovering and maintaining the Ri of the Kingdom 
contained in that Charter,and were in ance of it. 
by they that have been told the Barons Wars were a Re- 
ion, may know better : and every honeſt Man will find 
their Cauſe to be {o juſt, that if he lived in thoſe days 
he muſt have joined in itz for fo we did lately in the Fellow 
to it, at on go Revolution. It is well indeed for us 
that our A lived before us, and with the Expence of 


but ſhould have been un as 
there were any ſuch Ri 
H. TI's Charter. For in 


an arbitrary and perjur'd Ki 
another over wn pn 
new King ? ſo did we. | 
Afﬀair, we had not been called Rebels, but treated as fuch z and 
the Biſhop of Landow and all our Worthics had made but a 
Blue buſineſs of it, without putting on the Prince of Orenge's 
Livery. And therefore it is great 1 in thoſe that 
ran” $7 4m ge ey mn he is bappy Revolution, to 
blemiſh the Cauſe of the Barons, for it is the ſame they live 
by z and as for thoſe that had a hand in it, to call the Barons 
Cauſe « Fchelliow, is utterly unaccountable, and like Men 
ICED ork of reproaching and 
ving therefore the w r ing and re- 
viling both theſe as damnable Rebellious to the People at 
$. Germains, and the harder work of proving them fo, I ſhall 
FA undertake 
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undertake the delightful Task of doing fervice to this preſent 
Rightful Government, ' and at the ſame time of doing right to 
the Memory of our antient Deliverers, to whom we owe all 
that diſtinguiſhes the Kingdom of England from' that of Cey- 
lon, Tt had been wholly needleſs to have written one word 
upon this SubjeR, if this Aﬀair had ever been fer in a true 
light, as it liesin Antiquity 3 orif our modern Hiſtorians had 
not given a falſe turn to ſo much of the matter of fat, as 
they have related, and ruin'd the Text by the Comment. 
Mr. Daniel has done this very remarkably, for after he has 
iven . us enough of this Hiſtory to juſtify the Barons 
roceedings, and they had gained the Eſtabliſhment of 
M. Charts, he begins his Remarks upon it in theſe words, 
* And in this manner (though it were to be wiſhed it had not 
« been in this manner) were recovered the Rights of the King- 
« 46m. Now tho if it had not been done in this manner, it had 
not been done at all ; and tho he allows to be the Recovery 
of their own, the Rights of the Kingdow, which one would 
think a very juſt and neceſſary work z yet this ſhrug of a 
Wiſh leayes an Impreſſion apon his Reader, as if the way 


wherein they recovered them were unwarrantable. On the 


other fide King Jokn would not allow them to be the Rights 
of the Kingdom at no hand, but vain, ſuperititiows, unreaſo- 
ble Demands, the Barons might as well ah him his Kingdom ; 
and be ſwore he would never grant them ſuch Liberties, as ſbowld 
make himſelf” to be a Slave. Sothat T have two things to ſhew x 
1ff, That they were verily and indeed the Kingdom's 
Rights : and 2fy, That they were very fairly recovered z and 
that the Barons were in the right both as to Matter and Sub- 
ſtance, and no way reprovable for Manner and Form. 

The Charter of H. x. was what the Barons wentby, and 
ſo muſt we 5 where towards the fatter end we find theſe 
words: Lagam Regis Edwardi wobis reddo, cum illis emen- 
dationilns, quibus Pater mens cam emendavit, conſelio Baronums 


ſrorum. | Reſtore you the Law of King Edward, = thoſe 
mend- 
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Amendments my Father made to it by the advice of his Par- 
liament. Here was no new Grant, he barely made Reſtitu- 
tion, and gave them back their own. And fo we find it in his 


Father's time. Ces ſount les Leir & ler Cultunmer que le Reis lngniphas 
Will. gremat 4 tut le pup/e de Engleterre apres le Conqueſt de bg 


terre, Ice les meſmnes que be tir Edward ſun coin tint divant 
lui. He grants them the (elf-fame Laws and Cuſtoms which 
his Couſin Edward held before bim. Or, as Ordericas Vitalie x 
Norman has it, p. $07. Anglis concejſut ſub Legibus perſeve- 
rare petriis : He granted to the Engliſh that they might per- 
ſevere in the Laws of their Fathers. So thatin effeR he grant- 
ed Exgliſb-men to be Engliſb-men, to enjoy the Laws they 
were born to, and in which they were bred ; their Fathers 
Laws, and their Mother Tongue. A Country-man would 
call this a Pig of their own Sow. And yet this Grant by way 
of Charter, and under Seal, whereby he gave them their 
own, and quitted all claim to it himſelf, was lookt upon as 
the utmoſt Confirmation and Corroboration, and the laſt 
degree of Settlement amongſt the Normans. And therefore 
tho K. Willa was too (ſtrong for his own Charter, and ſhame- 
fully broke it, yet they covenanted with his Son Her. 1. be- 
fore they choſe him King, that as ſoon as he was crowned he 
ſhould give themanother, which accordingly he did. In the 
ſame manner they dealt with K. Stephen, And this made them 
covenant after the ſame manner with K. Jobn before they ad- 
mitted him to the Crown; and fo much infiſted afterwards 
upon having bis Charter, and having their Liberties ſecured 
and fortified with his Seal, Sigillo ſwo munitas, as they termed it, 
For in thoſe days, what was not under Sea}, was not thought 
in Law : and not long before in H. 2's time, the Biſhop 
of Lincoln in a Trial before the King, was for ſetting afide all 
the Saxon Kings Charters granted to the Abby of St. Albany, 
for want of a Seal; till the King ſeeing a Charter of E. r, 


which confirm'd them all, Why kere, fays he, is my Grand: 1, viii 
father s Seal ;, this Seal is the Seal of all the Original Charters, as Abb. pry. 


K wich 
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much a if it were affixed to every one of thew, © Which wiſe 
« decifion of a young King was thought like S»lowon's Judg» 
« ment in finding out the true Mother. For the Sz. Albans- 
* mer-had no way of anſwering their Adverſaries Objettion, 
6% That all Privileges that wanted Seals are void, becauſe t 

© could not abſolutely ſay there were no Seals in the Saxon 
«* times, there being a Charter of Edward the Confeſlor, 
© granted to Weſtminfler Abby with a Seal to it. But they 
might eaſily have bethought themſelves that he was more 
than half a Norman. 

Now theſe things being the undoubted Rights of the King- 
dom, their antient Laws, and Liberties, and Birthright, we 
have the lc6 reaſon to be ſollicitous in what manner they ſhall 
at any time recover them : let them look to that,who violently 
or fraudulently keep them from them. For it would be a ridi- 
culous thing in our Law, for a-man to have an Eſtate in 
Land, and he could not come at it. The Law will give him 
a Way. If the Law gives the King Royal Mines, it gives him 
a Power todig in any man's Land where they are, that he ma 
come at his own. And fo it a Nation have Rights, al 
that is neceſſary for the keeping and enjoying them, is by 
Law included in thoſe Rights themſelves, as purſuant to 
them. 

But becauſe this is a great Point, and I would willingly 
leave it a clear one, I ſhall ſhew that the Barons proceeded 
legally in their whole Afﬀair,and according to the known Prin- 
ciples of the Engl;b Government ; and that all the Pope's 
iofallible Bribe- Arguments againſt therm, which have been 
lince plentifully tranſctib'd, are nothing worth. 

I might indeed content my felt with the ſhort blunt Argu- 
ments of Mr. Selder, who was known to have the Learning of 
twenty men, and Honeſty in proportion. 1, That the Cuſtom | 
and Uſage of England is the Law of England, as the Uſage of 
Parliament is the Law of Parliament. Now the Anceſtors of 
K. John's Barons recovered their Rights in the ſame way. 


This 
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This was done in Wiliem the Firlt's time, in the 41h year 
of his Reign, when * they raiſed a great Army and it 
was time, fecing that all they had lay at ſtake under a cru- 
el and infolent Prince. Whereupon t K. William being in a 
bodily fear of baſcly loling the whole Kingdom, which he 
had gained with the effuſion of ſo much Blood, and of being 
cut off himſelf, called a Parliament to Barkbamſted, where he 
ſwore over again to obſerve invio/ably the good, antient, approved 
Laws of the Realm, and eſpecially the Laws of K. Edward. 
How inviolably he afterwards kept that Oath, awd how he || ex 
riched bis Normans with the Spoils of his own natural men the 

liſh, who of their own accord preferr'd him to the Crown, | 
had rather the Reader himſelf ſhould find our, by his own 
peruſal of that inſtructive piece of Hiſtory. 2. The Engl; 
Government is upon Covenant and Contract. Now it is 
needleſs in Leagues and Covenants to ſay what ſhall be done 
in caſe the Articles are broken. If Satisfaction be denied, the 
injured Party mult get it as he can. Taking of Caſtles, Ships, 
and Towns, are not provided for and made lawful by any ſpe- 
cial Article ; but thoſe things are always implied, and always 
done. 

Yet ſeeing Pope Ianocent III, in his Bull for diſannulling 
M. Charta for ever, and in his Excommunication of the Ba- 
rons, has afforded us his Reaſons for ſo doing, we can do no 
lefs than conſider them. The weight of his Charge againſt 
them is this : . That inſtead of endeavouring to gain what they 
wanted by fair means, they broke their Oath of Fidelity : That 
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they who were Vaſſals preſumed to raiſe Arms againſt their Lord, v. pus, 
and Knights againſt their King, which they on;ht not to have 25% 


— 


* M. Paris in vit. Frederici Abb. p. 4. Videnees igirur Ang't rem agi pro 
capitibus, plares convocando exercirum numeroſum ac fortitfimum contlaverune. 
+ ir igirur Rex vehementcer fib1 mere, ne rorum Regnum, quod ranci fans 
guiais adquifierar, turpirer amirrerer, criam crucidatus. 
| Leges violans memoratas, fuos Normannes, in ſuorum hominum Anglorum na* 
euralium qui ipſum ſpore fublumayerunt provocationem, locupletavit. 
K 2 dome, 
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done, put caſe he bad unjuſtly oppreſſed them ; and that they 
wade themſelves both Judges and Executors in their own Cauſe : 
That they reduced him to thoſe ſtreights, that whatſoever they durſ 
ark, be durſt not deny; whereby be was compelled by Force, and 
that Fear which is incident to the ſtouteſt Man, to make a diſho- 
nourable and dirty Agreement with them, which was likewiſe un- 
lawful and nj to the great derogation and diminution of bis 
own Right and Honour, Now becauſe, ſays the Pope, it is ſpoken 
to me by the Lord in the Prophet, I have ſet thee up ever Nations 
and Kingdoms, to pluck up and deſtroy, to build and to plant, he 
proceeds to damn as well the Charter, as the Obligations and Cau- 
tons in behalf of it >, forbidding the King wnder the penalty of an 
Anathema to keep it, or the Barons torequire it to be kept. 

The Barons might well ſay that the Pope went upon falſe 
Suggeſtions; for he is out in every thing. For 17, There 
was no winning of K. Jobn by ſeeking to him : He would 
not have granted them their Liberties, 1f they had kiſſed his 
Toe. The Barons had really born with him longer than they 
ought : for having (ſtipulated to have their Rights reſtored 
to them before they admitted him to the Crown, it was too 
long to ſtay above 15 years for them, and to ſuffer ſo much 
miſchief to be done in the mean time through their Negle&. 
In the 234 year of his Reign they met indeed at Leiceſter, and 
uſed a ſort of Negative means to come at their Rights; for 
they ſent him word, That wnleſs be would reitore them their 
fights, they would not attend him into France. But upon this, 
as Hoveden (ays, the King uſing il Counſel, required their 
Caſtles, and beginning with William Albinet, demands his 
Caſtle of Bearoir. William delivers his Son in pledg, but kept 
his Caſtle. And ſo upon ſeveral occalions they were forced 
to deliver up for Hoſtages their Sons, Nephews, and neareſt 
of kin. And thus he tyrannized over them, till the Arch- 
biſhop put them into a right Method : And when at laſt they 
had agreed todemand their Rights, and had demanded them, 
they ſtaid for an Anſwer from Chriſtmaſs to Eaiter ; for fa 


long be demurred upon what he was bound to have done 
above 15 years before, and then gave them a flat Denial. So 
that all the world, ſaving his Holineſs, mult fay, that the 
Barons were not Raſh upon hio. 

Nor, 2dly, That the Barons had no regard to their Oath of Fide- Jurumen. 
lity. For their Oath of Fidelity was upon this Condition, that © "detins- 
E. John ſhould reſtore all wen their Rights 3 and upon the Faith — 
which his Commiſſioners ſolemnly made to them that thus it «5 
ſhould be, they ſwore Fidelity to him at Northawpton. So that 
K. John had no right at all to this early Oath of Fidelity, becauſe 
he himſelf would not keep Covenant, nor fulfil the Terms and p. 155. 
Conditions upon which it was made. The * Bargain was, E. 

oþn (hould reſtore all men their Rights 3 upon this they were 
worn: Eut E. Job did not nor would not reſtore all men 
their Rights; and therefore it was E. Jotn himſelf that 
releaſed them from their Oath, and gave it them again. For 
I never heard of a Covenant on one fide. The morrow 
after his Coronation he received their Homages and Fealties 
over again, but that was the Counterpart of his Coronation 
Oath. And that again he bitterly broke, though when be 
was adjured not to preſume to receive the Crown, unleſs he 
meant to fulfil his Oath, he then promiſed, that by the help 
of God he would keep all that be had ſworn bona fide. How 
be kept that part which concerned the Church, no way con- 
cerns this Diſcourſe, becauſe he was at this time the Popes 
white Boy, having before given him his Kingdoms of Ergland 
and Ireland, and had then ſent him Mony to confound the 
Barons and Charter. But the other two thirds of that Oath 
which concern'd the People, 1 will here ſet down, that every 
body who has read his Reign, may fee how truly and faith- 
fully he kept it. Et quod perverſis Legibus deitrudis, bones 
ſubſtitneret 5, &+ refam Juſtitiam in Regno Anglie exerceret. 


* Er tecerunt illis fidem, quod Comes Johannes Jura ſua redderert univerſis ;, fub 
tali igirur Conventione Comices & Barones Comin memorato fidelicarem contra 


vines homines Jyuraverunt. 
_ * That 
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That he wonld deſtroy the bad Laws, and eſtabliſh Good ones in 
their room, and adminiſter right Juſtice in the Realm of England. 
His not keeping the Oath to deitroy perverſe Laws, and ſub- 
ſtitute Good, was the preſent Controverſy and Quarrel which 
his Barons had wich him. For the whole meaning of the 
Charter was to aboliſh all the ill depraved Laws and Cuſtoms 
that had been introduced, and to reſtore the good Anticnt 
and approved Laws of the Kingdom inſtead of them. But 
the Pope amongſt other Propoſals he made, would fain have 
prevented and baffled the Charter by this Expedient 5 That 
King John ſhould be bound to revoke all Abuſes introduced in bis 
time, This was a lame buſineſs indeed, when the oppreſled 
Barons wanted to be relieved fro n the Tyrannous Uſages in- 
rroduced in former Reigns, and from a Succeſſion of Evils, 
King John by his Coronation Oath was bound to deſtroy and 
aboliſh all the bad Laws that were before him, and fo are 
our Kings to this dav, and not to make a former Tyrannous 
Reign a Pattern, The Barons might indeed have had all K. 
Jobn's later Grievances redrefſed, and yet have periſhed under 
the weight of ſuch as were in his Brother Richard's Reign. AF | 


ter Daniel has reckoned up (everal intolerable ExaCtions and 
Grievances in that Reign, he has theſe words. © And with 
&« theſe Vexations (ſaith Hoveden ) all Emgland,from Sea to Sea, 
« was reduced to extream Poverty, and yet it ended not 
« here: Another Torment is added to the Confuſion of the 
Dan. p. * Subjes by the Juſtices of the Forelts, who not only exe- 
125 * cutethoſe hideous Laws introduced by the Norman, but im- 
« poſe others of more tyrannical ſeverity, as the memory 
6. thereof being odious, deſerve to be utterly forgotten, 
* having afterwards by the hard Labour of our Noble An- 
« ceſtors, and the goodne(s of more Regular Princes, been 
« a{ſwaged and now out of Uſe. This deceitful Remedy 
of the Pope's therefore would have undone the Barons, for 
ſuch a partial Reformation of Abuſes would have eſtabliſhed 
all the reſt; according to that known Maxim, Exceptio firavat 
regula 14 Caf mon excephs, (6) 


To return to K. John's Oath; neither did he keep that 7 
Branch of it which relates to the Admwiniiiration of true up- 
right Juſtice, unleſs you will allow the deſtroying of a brave 
Baron William Bravſe, and the famiſhing his Wife and two 
Sons in Windſor Caſtle, for a raſh Word of hers; an the 
putting the Arch-Deacon of Norwich into a ſheet of Lead, 
and ſeveral ſuch Barbarities, to be choice and eminent Inſtan- 
ces of it. So that when the Pope charges the Birons with 
the breach of their Oath of Fidelity to King John, it is 
unknown to me that they owed him anyzwhich K.Johr himſelf 
ſcemed to miſtruſt, when after rhe Barons Demand of their 
Libertics, he uſed that fruitleſs precaution of cauſing his 
whole Kingdom to ſwear Fidelity to him, and renew their 
Homages. For what ſignified this ſwearing to him never {> 
often, while he himſelf was breaking the Original Contradt, 
and rendring all their Fidelities meer Nullinies, by deſtroying 
the Foundation of them, and the only Confideration upon 
which they were made? It is, as Laxnd fays, © A Covenant 
*« 15a Knot; and to untic a Knot you need notlooſe both Ends 
* of it, butin untying one End you untic both. And ſuch 
is the mutual Bond of Ligeance betwixt King and People, 
it is conditional and reciprocal : And therefore it was im- 
poſlible for K. Jobs's Subjects to be bound while he was 
looſe. That the Fidelity of Kings and Subjefts to each 
other is mutual, conditional, reciprocal, and dependent, [I 
ſhall prove by the Authority of two Kings, who very well 
knew how that matter ſtood. It isin a folemn Covenant of 
theirs, which becauſe it is ſhort I will here tranſcribe. Ego 
Lodowicws Rex Francorum, & ego Rex Anglorum volumus ad 
omninm notitiam pervenire, nos, Deo inſpirante, promifiſſe, & , v,,,... 
juramento confirmaſſe, quod ſimml ibimus in ſervitium Crucifixi, M.v.p.1 3; 
& ituri Hieroſolywam, ſuſcipiemus ſignaculum ſands corucis : _—_ 
&- amodd volumm eſſe amici ad invicem, ita quod uterg; noitrim 1m 
alteri conſervabit vitam, © membra & bonorems terrenum, con- & © 
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tra omnes bomines., Et ſi quecung; perſona alteri noitrim malum 
+% facere 
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facere preſumpſerit, Ego Henricus juvabo Lodowicum Regens 

rancorum dominunm men contra omnes homines : © ego Lo- 
dowicus juvabo Regem Anglorum Henricum contra ommes bominer, 
frieut fidelem men, (alva hide, quam debemus hominibus 
noſtris, quamdiu nobis fidelitatem ſervabunt. Ada axtem 
ſunt hac apud Minantcourt ſeptimo Kalendss Ofobris. They 
both of them enter a ſaving for the Fidelity they owe to their 
Subjeltr, ſo long as their Subjets ſhall keep their Fidelity to 
thew. Here we have that exprefs'd which was ever implied : 
for whether the @»amdin, conſque, quonſque, n/quequd, be in or 
out, it matters not. At K. Stephen's Grſ Parliament at Ox- 
ford he made them a Charter, which he promiſcd before his 
Coronation, whereby he freed both oy _ Laiety from 
all their Grievances wherewith they had been oppreſled, and 
confirmed it by his Oath in full Parliament : where likewiſe, 


lays Daniel, the Biſhops ſwore Fealty unto him, but with 


this Condition, ſo long a: be obſerved the Tenour of this Charter, 
Now it ſcems this Clauſc of abundant cautelouſneſs was not 
in the Oath of the Earls and Barons, neither needed it : for 
if K. Stephen broke with bis People, of courſe their Fealty 
ceas'd. This we have again expreſs'd in words at length, in 
the folemn Charter of = ſame King, wherein by Conſent 
of Parliament he adopted and made Her. 11. his Heir, and 
gave him and his Heirs the Realm of England.  Comites 


Bron, (tam © Birones mei Liginm Homagium Duct fecerunt ſalva 
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mea fidelitate, quamdin vixero & regnum tenuero : ſumili lege 
quod (i ego a predidtis recederem, ommino a ſervitio meo ceſſarent 
quouſq; errata corrigerem. Their Duty to him ceas'd "till he 
mended his Fault, and returned again to keep his Covenant ; 
Wnonſq, Errata corrigat, © ad prediGam pacionemw obſervandam 
redeat. Pauloinfra. There is no need of theſe words atlength 
ac the end of every Charter or Petition of Right, incaſeit be 
broken, which we find in the cloſe of Her, II's Charter, 


: Anno Regni 42. Liceat ommibus de Regno noſiro contra nos 


inſurgere, © ad gravamen nofirum opem & operam dare, ac ft 


wobis 
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wobir in #ullo tenerentur. All the men in our Realm may law- 
fully riſe up againſt us, and annoy us with might and main, 
as if they were under no Obligation to us: Becauſe in the 
Poliſh Coronation Oath, which likewiſe is in words at 

h, we have a plain Hint, why they had better be omitted 
and ſuppreſt. Sod f ſacramentum meunm violavero ( quod 
abſit ) Incole bujus Regni nullam nobis obedientiam preſtare tene- 
buntxr. And in caſe I break my Oath ( which God forbid ) 
the Inhabitants of this Realm ſhall not be bound to yield me 
any Obedience. Now this God forbid, and the harſh Suppofi- 
tion of breaking an Oath at the very making of it, is better 
omitted, when it is for every bodies caſe rather to ſuppoſe 
that it will be faithfully kept z eſpecially ſeeing that in caſe 
it be unhappily broken, the very natural Force and Virtue 
of a Contra does of it ſelf ſupply that Omiſton. Neither 
is it ifed in Articles of Agreement and Covenants under 
Hand and Seal betwixt Man and Man, to make a ſpecial pro- 
viſion, that upon breach of Covenants they ſhall ſue one 
another, cither at Common Law or in Chancery : becauſe 
this implies that one of them ſhall prove a Knave and diſho- 
neſt z but when that comes to paſs, I am ſure Weſtminſter 
Hall cannot hold them. 

In like mannerthe Barons, after they had born with K. John's 
Breach of Covenant very much too long, ſwore at laſt at the 
High Altar at St. Edmondbury, That if he refuſed them their M. Paris, 

tverties, they would make War wpon him ſo long a: to withdraw © *53 
themſelves from their Fidelity to him, till ſuch time as be con- 
firns'd their Laws and Liberties by bis Charter. And afterwards 
at the Demand of them, ry that which is a very good 
Reaſon for their Reſolve, he had promiſed them thoſe Anti- 
ent Laws and Liberties, and was already bound to the obſervation 
of them by bis own proper Oath. So that the Pope was quite 
out, when he ſays the Barons ſet at nought and broke their 
>> 49 pro to K. Jobs, for they only helped him to 
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The next thing objeted againſt the Barons is this : Thet 
they who were Va preſumed to raiſe Arm: againſt their Lord, 
and Knights againſt their King ; which they ought not to have 
done, altho be bad wnjuſily oppreſſed thew : And that they made 
themſelves both Judges and Exerntors in their own Cauſe, All 
which uw very calily anſwered. For, 1. It was always lawful 
for Vailuls to make War upon their Lords, if they had juſt 
Caulc. So our Kings did perpetually upon the Kings of 
F race, to whom they were Vaſlals all the while =_ held 
their Territorics in that Kingdom. And by the Law of Eng- 
land an wnfcriour Vaſlal might tight his Lord in a weighty 
Caulc, even in Duell. The Pope ſeems here willing to de- 
preſs the Brrons with low Titles, that he may the better ſet 
off the Preſumption of their Proceedings 3 but before I have 
ended, I ſhall Chew what Vaſlals the Barons were. 1 ſhould 
be loath to fay, that the Kings of England were not all a- 
long as good Men as their Lords of France, or that the Ba- 
rons of Ezgland were not good enough to aflert their Rights 
againſt any body ; but this I do fay, that «t was always law- 
tul tor Vatlals to right themſelves, even while they were Vaſ- 
lals, and without throwing up their Homage and Fealty. 
For that was never done, till they declared themſelves irre- 
concileable Enemies, and were upon terms of Defiance. 
Thus the Kings of Eazg/and always made War in defence of 
their Rights, without throwing up their Homage and Fealty, 
till chat laſt bitter enraged War of Hen. 2, wherein he had 
that il] ſuccels as broke his Heart, and forced him to a diſho- 
nourable Peace, the Concluſion of which be outliv'd but three 
days. Amongſt other things he did bomage to the =_ of 
France, becaule in the beginning of this War he had 
up his Homage to him. M. Pars: takes notice of it as an ex- 
traordinary thing, and I do not remember it done before, 
£u14 in pruncipio bujaw guerre bomagium reddiderat Regi Francia, 
p. 153, The fame was practiſed by HH, 2. toward that Great 
Man Richard the Marſhal 3 he ſcat bim a Defiance by the Bi- 
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ſhop of St. David's into Wales. which the Marſhal 
tells Friar Aguellas the King's Counſellor in that long Conte- 
rence before mentianed, Unde howo ſuns non fui, ſed ab ipſiue 
Howagio per ipſum abjolutw. This was reciprocal from the 
Lord to the Vallal, or from the Vaſlal to the Lord, as he 
found cauſe. And therefore King Jobn's Vallals, who are 
here repreſented as if they were food tor Tyranny, ard bound 
by their places to be unjuſtly oppreſſed, for fo the Pope al- 
lows the caſe 3 I Cay, theſe Vallals, if they had been fo mind- 
ed, inſtead of being contented with a Charter at Ranzing- 
Mead, might ſoon have been quite off of K. Joby, by re- 
going their Homage to bim. This K. Edw. the Second's 

a{lals did in manner and form by the Mouth of William Truſ- 


fel a Judg, in theſe words. Ego Willielmans Truſſel vice omninm Knyg'wn, 
de terri Anglie, & totizs 'Parliamenti procurator, tibi, Edwarde, col. 2549 


reddo Homagium prius tibs faciuw, O&- extunc diffido te, & privo 
omni poteſiate regis & dignitate, nequaquam tibi de ceatero tan- 
quans Regi pariturw. | William Truſſcl, wa the name of all men 
of the Land of Englazd, and of the whole Parliament Pro- 
curator, religa to thee Edward the Homage formerly made to 
thee, and henceforward | defy thee, and prive thee of all Roy- 
al Power and Dignity, and (hall never hereafter be tendant on 
thee as King. This was the (tanding Law loog before the time 
of K. Job's Barons 3, for the Parliament in the 10th of Rich. 2. 
(end the King a folema MetJage, that * by an antient Statute 

had power to depoſe a King that would not behave him- 
ſelf as he ought, nor be ruled by the Laws of the Realm: 
And they inſtance 1a this depoling of Edw. 2. but withal as a 
late and modern thing, in reſpet of the Antiquity of that 


* Knyghoon col. 2583, Habenr enim ex Antiquo ſtaruro, A de fafto non longe re- 
rroaftts remporibus experienter quod dolendum oft habiro, fi Rex ex maligno con- 
ttho vel incpt4 conmumacia aut conrempru, feu procerva valuacare fin- 
gular) le alenaver a populo ſyuo, nec volueric per Jura Regni, & Scarum, & lu- 

Ordiaanoncs gubernari & regulari, ex cunc licicum ct cis ipſum Regem de 


regal: obo abrogare, Kc. 
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Statnte. Such an irrefragable Teſtimony and Declaration of « 
Parliament fo long ſince, concerning what was ordained in the 
eldeſt Ages long before, plainly ſhews the Englib Conſtitution, 
and is a full Confutation of the late K, James's Memorial at 
HKeſnick, And this Power ſcems to be well knownto K.Fobn's 
Barons, who, when there is occaſion, talk familiarly of Creat- 
ing « new King, and afterwards were forcd to do it, tho 
now they only ſought their Charter, and did not atteavpt to 
take from him bis Kingdow, which the Pope indeed ſays, but 
it was not true. 

So far have I cleared them from Preſumption as Vaſſals, 
now as Knights. It is true their Tenure was to aſliſt the 
King againſt the Enemies of the Realm ; but how if he turn'd 
lo tnmſelf ? Unjuſt Oppreftion, which is the Pope's own 
Suppolition, is no friendly part. Muſt they then aid him a- 
gainſt the Realm, and be the Inſtruments of his unjuſt Op- 
preſlion upon themſelves ? Their Duty and Service was to 
the Realm in chief, to him it was ſubaltern : And therefore 
knowing their Duty better than the Pope did, they all left 
K. Jobs, all but ſeven, before he could conſent to the Par- 
liament at Ranning- Mead. For it is plain the Pope would 
have had them Paſtve- Obedience Knights, and a Contra- 
diction to their very Order, whereby for certain they had 
forfeited their Spurs. 

Yea, but the Barons were Judger and Exeemtors in their own 
Cauſe. And who can help it, if they were made fo in the firſt 
Inſtitution, and from the very Foundation of this Govern- 
ment ? As ſoon as the Saxons had choſen from among them- 
ſelves one King, this the Mirror ſays expreſly was the Jurif- 
diction of the King's Companions. For tho the King had no 
Pecr, yet if he wronged any of his _ it was not fit 
that he that was Party ſhould be likewiſe Jud for the 
fame reaſon any of his Commiſhtoners: and : hot theſe 
Companions were by their place to right the Subjet in Par- 
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aver nul Peere en la terre, pur ceo nequſdant que leRoy de 
fon tozt, s i pecha vers aſcun Þd ſon people, ne nul de ſes 
Commdſſatres, poit f£ Judge # Partee, couvient per dzoit 
que le Roy uſt Compaignions pur oyer # terminer aur 
Parliaments treſtouts les bzeves & plaints de tozts de le Roy, 
ve la Roigne, & de lour Jnfans, © de eur cſpecialment de que 
tots len ne poit aver autrement common doit. The ſame 
is more largely ſet down by the Lord Chicf Juſtice *BraJor ; 
and therefore | will tranſcnbe it in his own words, Rex evters 11... 
habet ſuperiorem, Deum [. Item Legem, per quam fans eft Rex : 14.1, 34, 
lem Curiam ſnam, videlicet C omntes, Baronez, quia ComTtes di- 
cuntur quaſs Socii tegis 5, © qui habet Socium habet Magiftrum ; 
& ideo ſi Rex fuerit fine frano, i. fine Lege, debemt «i 
franum ponere, niſt ipfumet ſuerint cum Rege ſine freno ; tune 
clamabunt ſubditi, of dicent, Domine Jeſu C af ins chamo &- 
freno maxilla; eorum conſtringe : ad quos Dominus, vocabo ſ;per 
01 gentems robuſlam © longinquam & ignotam, cujus linguam ig- 
i que deſiruet eos, O& evellet radicer corum de terri, & a 
talibus judicaburter, quia ſubditos noluerunt juſlt judicare ; &- 
in fine, ligatis manibus © pedibus corum, mittet cor in camimens 
iqnis © temebras exteriores, ubi erit fletus © ſftridor dentinne. 
He ſays, the King has theſe above him, God ; alſo the Law, 
which makes him a King z alſo his Parliament, namely, the 
Earls and Barons, who ought to bridle a lawleſs King, &c. In 
this large Paſſage you plainly ſee that what the Barons did was 
ſo far from being the abſurd and preſumptuons Uſurpation of 
making —O Ln and Executors in their own Cauſe, 
that it was their n Duty. It was not only lawful for 
them to reſtrain and bridle a lawleſs King, but it was in- 
cumbent upon them under the greateſt Penahties, and neither 
lawful nor ſafe for them to let it alone. So that here the Ba- 
rons were hard beſett z the Pope delivers them up to Satan 
for what they did, and they had expoſed themſelves to the 
wg. God, and going to Hell, if they had not done 
it. they choſe to do their Duty to God and their __ 
0 
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ſed Country, and to venture the cauſcle(s Curſe from Rowe. 

I might multiply Quotations out of Fits and others to the 
ſame purpoſe, but what-l have (et down is ſufficient z and 
therefore 1 ſhall rather take this occalion to admire the Wiſdom 
of the Exgliſþ Conſtitution, which ſeems to be built for per- 
petuity. For how can a Government fail which has fach 
laſting Principles within it, and a ſeveral reſpedtive Remedy 
lodged in the very bowels of it? The King has a known 
Power of canfing all his SubjeGts to keep the Law 5 that is 
an effetual Remedy againſt Lawleſneis and Anarchy : and 
the Parliament has a Power, it need be, to hold the King to 
the obſervation of the Laws; and that is a preſervative a- 
gaialt Tyranny. 

This is the Paladizw of our Government, which cannot 
be ſtoln as theirs was from Troyz for the Keepers of it are 
too many to be kill'd, becauſe every Engliſh man has an in- 
tereſt in it : for which reaſon neither can it be ht and fold, 
ſo as to make a Titlez and a man of a moderate cr({tahd- 
ing may calily undertake that it ſhall never be preacht away 
from us. And hereby Exglezd is rendred the nobleſt Com- 
monwealth and Kingdom 1n the World, I name Common- 
wealth firſt, becauſe K. James the firſt, in one of his Speeches 
to the Parliament, ſays, be is the Gireat Seruant of the Gommon- 
wealth, From hence | infer that this was a Commonwealth 
before he was the Great Servant of it. Great and little is not 
he diſpute ; for it is for the Honour and Intereſt of fo glorious 
a State, to have a Prince as Great as they can make him : As 
to compare great ny with ſmall, it ts for the honour of the 
City to have a magnificent Lord Mayor. And K. Jawes told 
us no news in naming his Ottice 3 for this is the Country, as 
Forteſeue's whole Book ſhews us, where the King is appointed 
for the Realm, and not the Realm for the King. And I can 
thew a hundred places in Antiquity where the Body of this 
Nation is called a Republick 4 as for inſtance, where Brafoa 
lays, Laws are made communi reipublice ſponſione 3 thol confels, 

in 
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m relation to a King it oftner goes by the prouder name of i; 
Realm, But this Conſtitution of State and Rega/ Govern- 

ment, which is the Conſtitution of Fng/ard, cannot be 

well underſtood by any other one Book, as by my Lord 
Chancellour Forteſexe's, which was a Book writ for the 
Nonce, and to mſtrud the Prince into what fort of Govern» 

ment he was like to ſucceed. As direaly oppoſite to this 
Government, he has painted the French Government, made Forteſcue, 
up of Men at Arms and Edif;s, The Prince inthe conclufion 7%: 

of it, does not dowbt but this Diſcourſe of the Chancellor's will Þ. 135: 
be d \\ my fo the Kings of England which hereafter ſhall be : 
and | am fatisfied that no wiſe King, after he has read thar' 
hetle Book, would charge Governments with the Grand 
Sergmior. 

And as the Prince has recommended the ulctulnefs of this 
Diſcourſe to all future ry ſo | heartily recommend it to 
the careful peruſal of all Erghbwer, who having ſeen a 
Succellion of bad Reigns, think there is fomewhat in the 
Mill, and that the Engiib Form of Government is amiſs ; 
whereas the Fault hes only in the Male adminiſtration : or 
if there ſhould happen to be any flaw or defet in any of 
the occaſional Laws, it may cafily, and ought to be rectified 
every Parliament that fits down, as the ſays. 

I never heard of any that diſliked the Engl;b Govern- 
ment but ſome of the Princes Progenitours Kings of Eng. 
land, who thinking themſclves ſhackled and manacled by the 
Engliſh Laws, endeavoured to throw off this State Toke, that v. 42. 
they might rule or rather rage over their Subjedts i» Regal Mot ture 
wiſe only, not conſidering that to govern the People by the g.tmn 
Laws of the State, is not « Toke but Liberty; and the greateſt abjicere, 
Security not only to the Subje&, but to the King himſelf, 
and in great meaſure ridds him of Care, But the ſame Au- 
thor, p. 88. tells us the Succeſs of his Attempt : theſe Pro» gui fc po- 
genitours of the Prince, who thus endeavoured with might lricun re- 
and main to be rid of this State Copernaent, not only could c—- 
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not compaſs that larger Power which they graſpd at,” but 
riſqu'd both themſclves and their Kingdom. As we our (elves 
have likewiſe ſeen in the late K. Jawes, Or on the other 
fide, perhaps it is diſliked by ſome who have ſeen no other 
effedts of it, but what have proceeded from the Scotch King- 
Craft, which is worſe than no Government at all, and have 
imputed thoſe Corruptions and Diſorders to the Exgliſb Frame 
of Government; or at leaſt think that it has no Remedy 
provided againlt them : and (o have fallen into the waking 
Dreams of Ocean's, and I know not what, for want of un- 
derſtanding the True of the Engliſh Government. But I can 
aſſure theſe Perſons, that upon further ſearch they will fad 
it quite otherwiſe, and that the Cxglib Frame of Govern- 
ment cannot be mended; and the old Land-marks better 
plac'd, than we could have laid them with our own bands; 
and withal that all new Projets come a Thouſand Years too 
late. For England has been fo long conformed to its own 
Laws, and its Laws to it, that we are all of a piece: and 
both in point of Gratitude to our Anceſtors who have 
ſpent their Lives to tranſmit them to us, and out of love 
to Poſterity to convey them a thing more valuable than their 
Lives, we cannot think much at any time to venture our own. 
I am clearly of Sir Fob. Phillips mind in the Parliament 
4to Caroli, © Nothing ſo endangers us with his Majeſty, as 
6 that Opinion that we are Antimonarchically affeCted 
« whereas ſuch is and ever hath been our Loyalty, if we 
« were to chuſe a Goverament, we ſhould Chuſe this Monar- 
« chy of England above all Governments in the World. 
Which we lately have Atually done, when no body could 
Claim it, for they could only Claim under a Forfeited Title ; 
and at a time when too much occaſion had been given to the 
whole Nation to be out of conceit with = 
As for the remaining part of the Pope's Traſh, it is not 
worth anſwering. That the Barons reduced K. John to thoſe 
fireights, that what they dared to atk be dared not to deny. Foe 
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there was in it, a man that muſt be made 
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Subjeds from their » to ſet up a Cruſado againſt 
& ther, _ to ——— to Catholick Free- 
booters. This wasa powerful Metamorp 


Council ; ang npeery pany rr, ns rr 
might more eaſily turn better Chriſtians than themſelves into 
Saracens. | rake the Decrees of that General Council to be a 
ſtanding Declaration of War, yea a Holy War, all 
Proteſtant Princes and Seates tot end ofthe World? where- 
by all Papiſts are the publick and declared Enemies of that 
part of Mankind, whom they have been pleaſed to call Here- 
c_ for it is the eſtabliſhed Dodtrine of their Church. 
ving diſprov'd Laud's firſt i dad hen againſt M. Charts, 
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'year-read in Churches, 


was ſealed with Th nd Barons Seals as well as the 
King's own, ans by the 
they would fc their 


wards the having it Rept; | fay, after 
nurfing on the Parliament's part,it 
overlaid by the Pope : for when the King thought his 
Buſineſs in Scotland was ſettled, be cntred intg. an Intrigy 
with Pope Clement the Fifth, much to judice £ 
Magna Charts ; but Mr. Daniel (hall have the Honour of tellir 
the Story. ©* This Pope* was Native of Burdeaxx, and (c 
* the more regardful of the King's Defire, and the King 
«* more confident of his Favour z which to entertain and ins” 
* creaſe, he ſends him a whole Furniture of all Veſicls fc 
* his Chamber of clean Gold : Which great Gift ſo wrought 
« with the Pope, as be let looſe this Lyon, untied the King 
* from the Covenant made with his Subjects concerning their 
© Charters confirmed unto them by his three laſt A&ts of Par- 
* liament, and abſolved «him from his Oath : an At of hitle 
* Piety in the Pope, and of as little Conſcience in the King, 
« who (as if he ſhould now have no more need of his 
« SubjeQts )* diſcovered with what Sincerity he granted 
* what he did. 
* But ſuddenly oo there fell out an occation that 
* brought him back to his right Orb again, made him ce 
* his Error, and reform it 4 hoding the Love of his People 
* lawfully ordered, to be that which gave him all his Power 
* and Means he had, and to know how their Subſtances were 
« intermutual. The News of a New King made and crown- 
* ed inScotland, was that which wrougl:t the Effet hereof 
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kdcele praſtabunt in perperuum. 
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But we do not hold theſe Rights by Charter, no, not by the 
old dear- bought Parchment and Wax z for they are the 
Birthright of Gage -men, which no Kings could ever give 
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The PREFACE 


T 5m feen ſeveral Objettions publiſhed againſt the 


Former Part, wherein if that Author could have ſhe'wn 
me any one Fault, I would have thank'd him, and mended 
it; but I do not write Books for ſuch, as after a long ſearch 
to find a Kywt im a Bullruſh, make one.. That Imay not 
give him not any body elſe any Offence by my falſe Inferences, 
cloudy Reaſonings, Miſtakes or Miſapplications whatſoever, 
I ſhall barely ſet down two or three Quotations, which are 
able to ſpeak, diſpute, argue, and anſwer for Themſelves, 
The firſt is to ſhew, that for a King of England to have 
ſtanding Forces, or Men.at Arms, is contrary to the Engliſh 
Conſtitution ; or elſe Mr, Bacon, who has given us an ex- 
cellent Book of it, collefled out of My. Selden's Manu- 
ſcript Notes, has ſtrangely miſtaken it. For his own words 
won Henry the Seventh's inſtuuting a Guardof 5.0 Archers, 
are theſe, * That | Guard] of bis Perſon, he only pretended 2: 
© a5 a Ceremony of State brought from the French (ourt ; and 19s nm 
* Jet it is ſtrange that it went ſo well down with a free Peo- vrmamene 
© ple. For chat Prince that will keep Guards about is, © 
, fas Perſon in the midſt of his own People, may as; 
© well double them into the pitch of an Army when- 
© ſoever he pleaſes to be fearful; and fo turn the 
© Royal Power of Law into Force of Arms. But it 
* was the French Faſhion, and the King's good hope to have: 
* all taken in the beſt ſenſe. This is ſo well known, that the 


very Author himſelf of the Ballancing Letter, has [theſe 
mſeif _ _—_ 
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words, Page 3. lin. 15. © Any Man who would pretend 
© to give a Jealouſy of the Nation to the King, and ſuggeſt 
© that he could not be ſafe among them without he were envi- 
© ron'd with Guards and Troops, as it was in the late 
© Reigns, ought to be abborred by every true Engliſh-man, 
© byevery Man who loves Liberty and his ( ountry. 

My other (Juctations are about an mcidental Point which 
fell into my former Diſcourſe, concerning the Admiſſion of 
Foreigners into England. This, according to the ſenſe of all 
Antiquity, is giving them our Country, The words in 
K, John" Charter at Runningmead concerning them, are 
. 7. theſe. Etnos amovebimus omnes alienigenas a terra, 

' Parentes omaes Girardi de Athies, En ; 7 {cili- 
cet, Andream, Petrum, Gyonem JeChanceles, Gyo- 
nem de Cigvini, uxorem prxdidti Girardi, cum om- 
nibus libens ſuis, Gaufridum de Martenni, & fratres 
cjus, Philippum Marc, & fratres ejus, & G. nepotem 
ejus, Falconem, & Flandrenſes omnes & ruptarios, 
qui ſunt ad nocumentum Regni. Here K. John is to 
amoVe Aliens out of the Land, both all and ſome, as a Nu- 
ſance to the Realm. And to conclude, my laſt Quotation "is 
one of the Statutes made at Oxtord 42 H. 3. founded upon 

Knew. K. John's ( harter, and in purſuance of it. Statuerunt e- 
zo. tiam, Quod omnes alienigenz cujuſcung; condirio- 
nis exiſterent, ſeu nationis,confeſtim repatriarent ſub if | 
na membrorum & vitz. That all Aliens of whatſo- | 
ever Condition they were, or Nation, ſhould forthwith repair 
bome, under the penalty of Life and Limb, The AF is Gene- 
ral, but no body can ſay that it is an Aft for a General Na- 
turalization. 
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N order to this I ſhall firſt ſhew, That Magnre Cherts is 
[ much elder than King John's time, and conſequently 
that its Birth cannot be blemiſhed with any thing that 
was done in his time, tho his Confirmation of it had 
been really extorted by Rebellion. Secondly, That the Con- 
firmations which were had and procured to it in King Jobs's 
and H. 3. time, were far from being gained by Rebellion. 
Firſt of all, The Contents agna Charta is the un- 
doubted Inheritance of England, being their Antient and Ap- 
proved Laws ;, fo antient,that they (eern to be of the ſame ſtand- 


ing with the Nation; and fo well approved, that Forteſcve ye taud. 
applauding our Laws, triumphs in this, That they paſled Leg, Ang 


thro all the Britiſh, Roman, Daniſh, Saxon, and Norman 
times with little or no alteration in the main. Now, fays he, 
if they had not been liked by theſe People, they would have 
been altered. Accordingly in this laſt Norman Revolution 
King VWi4iam the Firſt (falſely and flatteringly called the Con- 
queror) ſwore to the inviolable Obſervation of them under 
this Title, of the Good, Antient and Approved Laws of the 
Realm, and particularly and by name K. Edward's Laws. So 

antient is the Matter and Subſtance of Magna Charta. 
Secondly, Nor was the manner and form of granting theſe 
Laws by Charter,or under Hand and Seal, with the Confirma- 
B tion 
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tion of an Oath over and aboye the Coronation Oath, any 
new Invention or Innovation at all ; for as William 1. began 
it, ſo 1 am ſure that H. 1. and K. Stephen, and H. 2. did the 
ſame before : And therefore if the obſcure Birth of M. Charts 
was in K. Jokn's time, it was then born with a grey Beard, 
for it was in being in his Great Grandfather's Reign, 

For, thirdly, That very Charter of his Great Grandfather 
H. 1. was the Ground and Reaſon of the Parliament's infiſt- 
ing upon having the like Confirmation of their Liberties by 
K. John, and was the Copy by which they went. For tho 
K. John at his Abſolution at Wincheſter from the Pope's Sen- 
tence and Excommunication, had ſolemnly ſworn to reſtore 
the good Laws of his Predeceſſors, and particularly thoſe of 
K. Edward; and tho preſently after at a Parliament at St. Al. 
bans, the Laws of K. H. 1. were ordained to be obſerved 


throughout all England, and all bad Laws to be aboliſhed : 


yet contrary to both theſe late Engagements, he was marching 
an Army in all haſte to fall upon ſeveral of his Barons, who 
had lately failed in following him in an intended Expedition 
into France, But the Archbilhop {topt him inthis Career, by 
following him.to Northawpton, and there telling him, that it 
would be a breach of his Oath at his late Abſolution, to make 
war upon his Subjetts without Judgment 1n Parliament. The 
King huft him, and told him, That this was Lay buſineſs, and 
that he would not delay the Buſineſs of the Kingdom for him, and 
by break of day next morning marches haſtily towards Not- 
tingbam, The Archbiſhop (till follows him, aſſuring him that 
he would excommunicate all his followers, it they proceed- 
ed any further in this hoſtile way ; and never left him till he 
had ſet a day for a Parliament, that the Barons might there 


anſwer it. 


This Parliament was held at London at St. Paxl's Church, | 


where before it ended the Archbiſhop took ſome of the Lords 


apart, and-pat them in mind how he made the King ſwear at 


incheſter to reſtore the good Laws of K. Edward, and _ 


-» -, — 2 _ ls 


Magna Charta. 


them to be obſcrved by all the Realm. And now, fays he, 
there is likewiſe found a certain Charter of H. 1. King of Eng- 
lazd, by which if you pleaſe you may be able to reſtore your 
long loſt Liberties to their former ſtate and condition 4 and 
producing the Charter,he cauſcd it to be read all over 1n therr 
hearing: Which the Lords having heard and underſtood, 
were overjoyd, and (wore in the preſence of the Archbiſhop, 
That when they ſaw it convenient for theſe Liberties, if need were 
they would ſpend their Lives, The Archbiſhop for his part 
promiſed them his moſt faithful aid and afliſtance to the ut- 
moſt of his power ; and after this Aſſociation was thus entred 
into, the Parliament broke up. 

There had paſt but 113 years fince the Grant of HE. r. 
Charter 3 and though there were then made as many Charters 
2s there were Shires, (direted to the Sheriff of every County 
to proclaim them, for this is direted to Hugh de Doclend Sheriff 
of Herefordſbire ) and by the King's expreſs Order were to be 
laid up in the Abbys of the ſeveral Counties for a Monu- 
ment z yet becauſe the thing was beyond the memory of 
Man, and that Age not very converſant with Book-learning 
or Records, it ſeems not to be known to them 3 and the 
Archbiſhop ſays, Inventa eft quoque munc Charts quedam H. 1. 
But when the Lords had once ſeen it, they were fo fond of it, 
that they got it away from the Archbiſhop, and the next 
year about Michaelmas when the King was r« turning out of 
France, the Earls and Barons met at St. Edmond:bury, it 
might be thought for Devotion, but it was to conſult about 
their Liberties 3 and there the Charter of H. r. which con- 
tained their Laws and Liberties, was again produced and 
treated of amongſt them. After which they all went to the 
High Altar, and there ſwore in order, beginning at the 
Greateſt, That if the King ſhould refuſe to confirm by his Char- 
ter the ſaid Laws and Liberties (being the Rights of the King- 
dom ) they would make War upon him till be did. And likewiſe 
at laſt by common conſent they came to this Reſolution, 
B 2 That 
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That they would gll goteg ther to the King after Chriſtmas,ond de- 

-+ him to confirm the j.1a | therties, And in the mean time that 
they would make ſuch proviſion of Florſes and Arms, that in 
caſe the King ſhould ſtart from bis late Oath wherem he promiſed 
it (which they had 100 much reaſon to believe, becauſe of bis dou- 
bleneſs ) they might then compel him to performaxce by ſeizing 
bis Caſiles. 

Accordingly after C'riſimas they came to the King in a gay 
military Habit, and deſired ihe Confirmation of their antient 
Liberties, as they were contained in writing in the Charter 
H. 1. and the Laws of K. Edward. They affirmed likewiſe 
that by his Oath at Winckeſter he had promiſed thoſe Laws 
and Liberties, and that he was already bound to keep them 
by his own Oath. The King ſeeing the Conſtancy and Re- 
ſolution of the Barons in their Demand, did not think fit to 
deny them, but defired reſpite and time to conſider of it, be- 
ing a weighty buſineſs, till after Eater 5 and after ſeveral 
Propoſals on both fides, the —_— unwillingly ſet a day, 
and the Archbiſhop, Biſhop of Ely, and Lord Marſhal were 
his Sureties, that then they ſhould all of them have ſatisfaRi- 
on given them in reaſon. Upon this the Lords went home. 
But the King in the mean time by way of precaution, cauſed 
all the whole Realm to ſwear fealty to him alone againſt all 
Men, and to renew their Homages. And as a farther Secu- 
rity and ProteQion, more than out of Devotion, at Candle- 
mes following he took upon him the Cros. 

In Eaſter-week the forementioned Lords met at Stanford, 
who now had drawn together in favour of them almoſt all 
the Nobility and principal Gentry of England : So that they 
amounted to a numerous Army z and the ſooner becauſe K,. 
Fohn had rendered himſelf univerſally hated. In this Reti- 
nue were 2000 Knights, beſides all others of lower rank, 
Horſe and Foot diverſly armed. The King was then at Ox- 
ford expeQing the coming of the Parhament. On the 
Monday following theſe aflociated Barons came to Brackley ; 
which 
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which when the King underſtood, he ſent to them the Arch- 
Biſhop, the Lord Marſhal, E. of *Pembroke, and ſeveral 0- 
ther ſage Perſons, to know what were the Laws and Liber- 
ties they required 3 which they preſently delivered in a Sche- 
dule to thoſs that came from the King, affirming, that if he 
would not forthwith confirm them-under his Seal, they would 
compel him, by ſeizing his Caſtles, Lands, and Poſleſhions, 
till he gave them competent ſatisfaction in the Premiſes. 
Then the Arch-Biſhop with the reſt of his Company carrying 
this Schedule to the King, rehearſcd all the Chapters or Heads 
of it before him wemoriter. But when the King underſtood the 
Purport of it, he laugh'd, and faid with the utmoſt Indigna- 
tion and Scorn, And why do not the © Barons together with theſe 
unjuſt Demands, demand my Kingdom ? The things they ak, 
ſaid he, are idle and ſuperſtitious, and not ſupported by any tittle 
or pretence of Reaſon, And at length in a great rage he af 
ftirm'd with an Oath, That he would never grant them ſuch 
Liberties, whereby he himſclt ſhould be made a Servant. 
When therefore the Arch-Biſhop and Earl of "Pembroke 
could in no wiſe gain the King's Conſent to theſe Liberties, 
by his command they returned to the Barons, and there re- 
ported juſt what the King had ſaid in order. Whereupon 
the Barons preſently choſe them a General, and flew to their 
Arms, and marcht dire&ly to Northampton to ſeize that Caſtle. 
But having ſpent 15 days 1n that fruitleſs Attempt, having 
no Petards nor other warlike Inſtruments to carry on a Siege, 
ſomewhat abaſbed with this Diſappointment, they marcht to 
"Bedford, where they were kindly received, and by Meſ- 
_— ſent to them from the principal Citizens, were invited 
to London. When they were come thither, they ſent Letters 
to all the Earls, Barons, and Knights that as yet ſeemed to ad- 
here to the King, tho it were but feignedly 5 That as they 
tender'd their Eſtates, they ſhould leave a perjur'd King, 
and come and join them, and effeQually engage with them 


for the Libertics and Peace of the Realm : otherwile they 
threat» 
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threatned to treat them as publick Enemies. Upon which 
moſt of the Lords who had not as yet (worn to the faid 
Liberties, wholly leaving the King, came to London, and 
there aſſociated with the Barons, 

King Fob ſeeing himſclt thus generally forſaken, fo that 
he had bardly ſeven Knights remaining with him, and fear- 
ing leſt the Barons ſhould inſult his Camp, which they mighe 
ealily have done without oppoſition, he betook himſclf to 
fraud and diſſembling, pretending Peace, when he had im- 
mortal War in his Heart, reſolving hereafter to oppreſs the 
Barons fingly, whom he could not all at once, He there- 
fore ſends to them the E. of *Pembroke and other Perſons of 
Credit with this Meſlage, That for the * Benefit of Peace, and 
for the Advancement and Honour of his Realm, be would wil- 
lingly gramt them the Laws and Liberties which they deſired, leav- 
ing to the Barons to — a convenient Time and Place 
for the Performance. They very gladly ſet the King a day, 
to meet the 15th of June at /(wnning-mead betwixt Stanes 
and Windſor, an antient place for the meeting of Parliaments. 

The King and the Lords accordingly met, and their Par- 
ties fitting aſunder, and keeping to their own fide, treated 
of the Peace and the Liberties a good while, There were 
preſent as it were of the Kings Party, the Arch-biſhop, 
and about 3o principal Perſons more, whom Matthew Pari: 
names 3 but, ſays he, they that were on the Barons fide were 
paſt reckoning, ſeeing the whole Nobility of England ga- 
thered together in a Body ſeem'd not to fall under number. 
At length after they had treated in ſeveral forts, the King 
ſeeing the Barons were too powerful for him, made no dit- 
ficulty to grant them the Laws and Liberties under-written, 
and to bow! them 1n his Charter 1n this manner. 

Here follows Magna Charta in Mat. Paris, And becauſe 
there was not room for the Libertics and free Cuſtoms of 
the Foreſt in the ſame Parchment, they were contained in 
another Charter de Foreſta. And then follows the ſecurity 
for them both. Attcr 
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Aﬀeer this the King ſent his Letters Patents to all the She- 
riffs in England to cauſe all perſons of what condition foever, 
to (wear, That they would obſerve theſe foreſaid Laws and 
Liberties, and to the utmoſt of their power diſtreſs the King 
by ſeizing his Caſtles, and otherwiſe ſtreighten him to the 
execution and performance of all things contained in the 
Charter. At laſt the Parliament being ended, the Barons 
returned to London with their Charters. 

Thus bave I given you a ſhort view of the noble Condut 
of the Barons 11 their manner of obtaining the Confirms- 
tion of their Charter from K. John. The reſtitution of 
Magna Charts you may call it, for the Birth of it you fee 
it was not. What | have recited is undoubted Hiſtory and 
Record, and clcar matter of Fat. And I have confined 
my (elt only to theſe three laſt years, in which the Barons 
were in purſuit of this buſineſs, and took the quickeſt Steps 
towards it : and above all, were put into a right Method by 
the advice of Stephen Langton the Archbiſhop, to claim their 
Eſtate with the Writings of it in their hand. For above a 
dozen years before, in the 2d of this King's Reign, upon a 
Summons of his to the Earls and Barons to attend him with 
Horſe and Arms into Normandy, they held a Conference to- 
gether at Leiceſter, and by general conſent they ſend him 


word, That anleſ; be would render them their Rights and Liber. Dan. 
ties, they would not attend him out of the Kingdow. But that ©” 


impotent demand of their Liberties by the by, did them no 
good, but expoſed them to ſtill more and more intolerable 
Oppreſiions. They ſhould have gone to him eccording to 
their Summons, they ſhould not have ſent. Not to menti- 
on that his Faith was plighted by the Arch-biſhop Hubert, 
William Lord Marſhal E. of Pembroke, Geoffrey Fitz. Peter 
Chief Juſticiar of England (whom he ſent as his Commitiio- 
ons and keep the Peace immediatly after the 
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death o 


his Brother Richard). That the Earl John- would re- Faris - 


ſtore all men their Rights, This was done -at anAſſembly of * *** * 
the. 
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the Peers at Northampton, before his coming out of A(or- 
mandy to be crowned. Sub tali igitur conventione Comes 
&- Barones Comiti Jobanni Fidelitatem contra omnes homine; 
juraverunt, Upon thele Terms, and no otherwiſe, the Earls 
and Barons ſ«ore Fealty to him : Which made K. John 6 
much rejoice at Geoffrey Fitz- Peter's Death, and ſwear, That 

P.243- then, and not before, be was King and Lord of England. For 

-- a thenceforward, ſays *Paris, he was more at liberty to 
contravene his Oaths and Covenants, which with this Geof- 
frey he had made fore againſt his will ; and looſe himſelf from 
the Bonds of the Peace he had enterd into. Now theſe 
Pats and Covenants are clearly that before His Coronation, 
which I have juſt now recited, and at this Pafliament at St. 
Albans, Anno 1213. not a year before this great Man's 
Death. Where the Kings Peace was publickly declared to all 
bir People, and it was (triftly commanded in the King's be- 
half, That the Laws of his Great Grandfather H. 1. ſhould be 
kept by the whole Realm, and all unjuſt Laws aboliſbed. In both 
theſe Aﬀairs he tranſatted for the King, having in this laſt, 
together with the Bp. of Wincheſter, the Government of the 
Kingdom committed to him, the King being then abſent in 
his way to Frence. 

Well, but now the Barans at laſt have their long loſt Rights 
reſtored and confirmed, to the univerſal Joy of the Nation ; 
which is ſoon overcaſt, For K. Fob» immediatly reſolves to 
undo all that he had done, being prompted thereto not only 
by his own arbitrary tyrannical Diſpotition, but alſo by his 
foreign Mercenaries, whom he had long made his Favourites 
and Confidents, while he look'd upon his own natural Sub- 
jets as Abjets. The Flanders Ruyters, or Cavaliers, who 
now by Magna Charts were expreſly and by name order'd 
to be expelled the Kingdom as a Nuyfance to the Realm, 
theſe being grown his ſaucy Familiars, fo followed him 
with Derifion and Reproaches, for unkinging himſelf by theſe 
Conceſſions, and making himſelf a Cypher, and our Soverdign 
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Lord of no Dominions, a Slave to his Subjes, and the like, 
that they made him ſtark Bedlam : And being given over to 
Rage and Revenge, he privatly retires to the [ſe of Wight, 
where, as *Paris (ays, he provides himſelf of St. Peter's two 
Swords. He ſends to the Pope, whom he bribes with a 
large Sum of Money, beſides his former Surrender of the 
Kingdom, to cancel and annul M. Cherts, and to confound 
Kt with his Apoſtolical Authority 3 and withal to excommu- 
nicate the Barons for it: And at the ſame time he ſends the 
Bp. of Worceſter, Ld. Chancellor of England, the Bp. ot 
Norwich and ſeveral other Perſons, toall neighbouring Coun- 
tries, to gather together all the Foreign Forces they could, 
by promiſes of Lands and Poſſcthons, and if need were, to 
make them Grants under the Great Seal, and to bring them 
all to Dover by Michaelmas. 

That 3 Months he ſpent Incognito in and about the Iſle of 
Wight, coaſting and — about, and ſometimes exer- 
ciſing Piracy out at Sea; ſo that it was not then known 
where he was, nor what was become of him: but thus he 
whiled away the time, contemplating his Treaſon, and 


Hoſtiles 2- 


waiting for the incomprehenſible Enemy-Friends he had ſent mice & 
for. 1 know not whether this Deſertion, and not providing amicabiles 


for the Government in his Abſence, and ſending the Great 
Seal of England upon ſuch an Errand out of the Realm, may 
not with ſome men amount to a modern Abdication : But 1 
am ſure that this which follows is enough to juſtify the Expul- 
fion of a whole Race of Tarquins, After Michaelmas he fail- 
ed to Dover to meet his outlandiſh Scum, with which he In- 
vades his own Kingdom. Such an execrable deſperate Crew 
never ſet foot upon Engliſh Ground, fo fhited for Miſchief, 
and that thirſted after nothing more than human Blood, 
whom his Agents had drawn together out of Poiftow, Gaſcony, 
Lovain, Brabant Flanders, and weeded all the neighbouring 
C Conti- 
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Continent for them. Theſe made up a vaſt Army, not- 
withſtanding the Shipwrack of Hugh de Bowes, who was 
bringing 40 thouſand more, beſides Women and Children, 
who all periſhed in a Storm berwixt Calais and Dover, This 
Freight of Women and Children, ſeveral of which were at- 
terwards driven aſhore in their Cradles, were intended to 
plant the two Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, atrer the Ex- 
tirpation of the Engliſb; for it is ſid that this Flagh had a 
Charter of Inheritance given him of theſe two Provinces, 

But with theſe Forces he had, he overrun England, and 
waſted it with Fire and Sword in ſuch a manner, as no Eng- 
liſh man can read the Hiſtory of it without being in pain and 
torment. There is ſuch a Scene in Ma. Paris, p. 276. as 
was never ſeen again, unlefs in the French and Iriſh Maſha- 
cres : it looks like Hell broke looſe. For theſe Satellites 
Satane, the Devil's Life-Guard, as M. *Paris calls them, ſeem- 
ed to have prepenſed Malice againſt Mankind 3 and being 
led on # crudeli Rege, imd crnuento Tyranmo, by a crucl King, 
nay it was a bloody Tyrant, no Furies could put innocent 
People, in cold Blood, of all Ages and Conditions, to more 
exquiſit Tortures, nor ſport themſelves more in making Ha- 
vock and Deſolation than they did. And with this horrid 
Ravage he overrun England, and proceeded as far as Berwick 
in half a years time; all the Caſtles of the Barons falling 
to him, cither ſurrendred, or for the moſt part abandon'd. 

In the mean time moſt of the Barons are at London, where 
we left them, making holiday for the grant of M. Charts, 
and pleafing themſelves, that after ſo long Oppreffion and 
Egyptian Bondage, the Liberties of England were reſtored 
again in their days. They thought likewiſe that God had 
touched the King's Heart, and he was become a new man.,and 
meant the good Faith he had ſworn ; and flatterd themſelves 
that he would from henceforward inviolably obferve their 
Charters. But they were interrupted in this thought by the 
privat intelligence they had, That he had given orders to his 
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Foreigners in whom his Soul truſted, to fortify and furniſh 
his Caſtles with Men and Provifions, and to ſtore them with 
all manner of Artillery ; but todo it fo warily, that it might 
not come to the _. of the Barons. This boded no 
_=_ ; for here was Hf. Charts concerning the expulſion of 

orcigners broken already: and therefore ſome of the Ba- 
rons went to the King at Windſer, to know more of 
this matter, and to try by gentle and wholeſom Advice 
to bring him to a better mind. He received them with a 
blithe Grmmncs and thereby palliated the inward Ve. 
nom z; and (wearing by God's Feer, he aſſured them, that he 
bad no ill purpoſe, and banter'd and laughed them out of 
their ſtory. Nevertheleſs before they left him they gathered 
ſuch marks of his averfion to them, and that all was not well, 
that they went back to London lamenting, and ſaying, Wo to 
w and to all England, which wants a King that will ſpeak truth, 
and is oppreſſed by a falſe wnderband T rant, that uſer his wimoſt 
endeavours to ſubvert a miſerable Kingdom. 

The very night after this Conference with the Barons, it 
was, that he ſtole away from Windſor to the Iſle of Wight, 
and there laid his helliſh Plot againſt the Nation : whnch 
was ſo deep, that it did not enter into the hearts of the Ba- 
rons to ſuſpet or imagine. They had now recovered the 
Rights of the Nation, which was nothing but their own, 
ns had bin moſt unjuſtly detained from them, and they 
never intended nor ſought for more. But becauſe the King 
went away in a bad mind, and becauſe = had certain no- 
tice that nothing but their departure from London was want- 
ed in order to furprize it 3; they therefore adjourned their 
Torneament which they had formerly appointed on the 
Monday after the Feaſt of St. 'Peter and St. Pan! at Stanford, 
to be held the Monday , fevennight after at Hownſlow near 
London, both for the fafety of the City, and their own. 
This they certify in their Letter to William Albiner, who was 
gon down to his Caſtle of * Beaveir, and withal defire him 
C 2 by 
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by all means to make one at it, and to come up well provid. 
ed with Horſes and Arms, that he might win Honour. For 
he that performed beſt was to have a Bear, which a certain 
Lady would ſend to the Torneament. With ſuch frivolous 
and idle actions, ſays M. Pars, did they entertain themſclves, 
little knowing what cunning ſaarcs were laid for them. 

Still they remain at Londox, and for want of better Imploy- 
ment ſpend their time yet more vainly, in cating and drinking, 
and fitting up anights at the expenſive dye, which however 
does not as like plotting z for it they had been ſo minded, 
it had bin = for them in the King's abſence, to have taken 
very great advantages againſt him. But they meaning no 
hurt, had reaſon to expe&t none, and therefore the Invaſion 
after Michaelmas fell ſuddenly upon them like a Tempeſt, or 
Hugh de Bover's Storm. And being wholly unprovided to 
reſiſt ſuch an Inundation as this, they thought the beſt way to 
put ſome (top to it, would be by pretently throwing in a good 
Gariſon into the Caſtle of Focheſter, that the King might not 
come immediately to beliege Lowdon, Accordingly they 
make choice of William de Albinet who was juſt come from 
his own Caſtle, and a noble Band of ſevenſcore Knights with 
their Retinue for this Service. When they came thicker, they 
found nothing but bare Walls, neither Proviſion, nor Arms, 
nor any thing but what they had brought along with them ; 
inſomuch that many of the Noblemen repented their coming 
down, and would have returned : but Williaw de Albinet 
overperſwaded them to ſtay, and told them it would be diſho- 
nourable to deſert what they had undertaken. They there- 
fore get together what proviſion they could out of the Town 
in that ſhort ſpace,for within three days the King and his Army 
were with them, and had block'd them up. re they be- 
haved themſelves like great men ; but the Siege laſting long, 
they were (0 ftraitned for Proviſions, that they were forced 
at laſt to eat their Horſes. Being thus in diſtreſs, the Barons 
at London, though with the lateſt, remembred their Oath, 
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to relieve them 10 caſe they were beſieged, and marched out 
with a pompous Army as far as [Dartford ; but there the gen- 
tle Southwind met them, and blew in their faces, and tho it 
uſes not to be troubleſom to any body elſe, yet it drove them 
back, as if it had been drawn Swords, to their known Den 
at London. This ſcoffing Reaſon is all that M. Pari# will give 
for their ſhameful Retreat, and deſerting their Companions z 
but no doubt it was forme panick Fright from the Reports of 
the Country, concerning the Numbers and Conditions of 
the King's Army : for he Bimſelf elſewhere tells us, That they 
were ſuch as ſtruck a Terror into every body that beheld 
them. This piece of Cowardice makes the King infult, and 
puſh on the Siege with the greater fury, which only loſt him 
the more men : for they defended themſelves to a miracle, 
and loſt but one Knight during the whole Siege. Bur at laſt 
their Proviſion failing them, when they had not one Morſel 
left, on St. Andrew's day they all went out and furrendred 
themſclves to mercy. The King immediately ordered them, 
Barons and all to be hang'd up. But in this Saverices de Mat- 
loleone who was himiclf a Nobleman, withſtood him to- the 
face, and told him that as yet it was but a young War, and 
no body knew what the Chances of it might be : It might be 
his hap, or any Noblemans elſe, to fall into the hands of the 
Barons, who would be taught by this example of his how to 
uſe them ; and that no body would ſerve him upon thoſe 
Terms. With much ado the King yielded to his Advice, 
tho it was likewiſe the opinion of all the wiſeſt about him: 
and fo he ſent William Albinet and many others to be kept 
cloſe Priſoners in Corf Caſtle, others to Nottingham and other 
Priſons, but gratify'd his Cruclty in hanging up their 
Servants. 

One day during this Siege the King and Suveric were view- 
ing the Caſtle to diſcover where it was weakeſt, The beſt 
Marksman that Williaw Albivet had, knew him and ſaid, My 
Lord, may it pleaſe you, ſhall I now kill the King ow un. 
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Enemy with this Dart, which 1 have here ready ? No, no, (ays 
he, you wicked Glutton ;, God forbid that we ſhould procure the 
Death of the Lord's Anointed : Says the other, If it were you 
caſe be would not ſpare you 3; lays William, (God's Will be done, 
God ſhall diſpoſe of that, met he. Herein, (ays M. Park, he 
was like David ſparing Saul, when he could have killed him, 
This Paſſage was not unknown to the King, and yer for all 
that he would not ſpare him, when he was his Captive, but 
would have hang'd him, if he had been ſuffterd to do it. 

After the Siege of ocheſter Caſtle, where the Flower of 
the Barons was loſt, King Fobm notwithſlanding did not 
think fit to attempt London (where tho the Barons did not 
judg themſclves able to take the ficld, yet were deſperately 

reſolved to live and die together) but he march'd to St. A/- 
bans, and the 20th of December divided his Army into two ; 
one of which he 1 Fire and Sword 
Northwards, the other hel to do as much for all the neigh- 
bouring Counties aboupLondan,_ and to be ſure to keep that 
place blockt up. He/with his Army lay the firſt night at 
Dunſteple, but after & little reſt, he was ſo intent upon his 
buſineſs, that before\day he h'd towards Northampton, 
and carried ſuch a Chriſtmarynto thoſe parts as they had never 
ſeen. For belides his plundering and deſtroying all the Hou- 
fes, Parks, and Poſleſſions of the Barons, his manner was till 
as he went along to order his Incendiaries to fire the Hed 
and Villages, which could not be turn'd into Plunder, The 
be might refreſb his fight with the Damages of his Ememies, 
11. Paris recals that word, if, ſays he, they are to be called 
bis: Encavies, who were only willing to introduce him into the way 
of Juſtice and Humanity, They were indeed his beſt friends in 
it, but they paid very dear for that good Office. 

For before this the ſpiritual Sword likewiſe came brandiſh- 
ing out againſt them, and they were run through and through 
with the Pope's Excommunications. He firſt x{ſued out a gene- 
ral Excommunication againſt them, which they did not mind, 
nor 
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nor think themſelves concerned as being not named in 
it, nor indeed deſcribed. For they were none of the 
difhurbers of the Peace that were there mentioned, who 
turned the Kingdom uplide down, and were worſe than the 
Saracens, for endeavouring to expel their Crofs-bearing King 
from his Realm (which they had never attempted nor 1n- 
tended) who as he had engaged himfclf, fo it was to be hoped 
he would accordingly go and ſuccour the Holy Land. And 
therefore the Pope was forced to curſe them over again by 
Name 3 and recitirg ſome of the principal of them, he in- 
volved all their *Partakers and Adberents in the fame Con- 
demnations and to make fure work, he laid the City of 
London under an Interdict. As for their poor Charter, that 
was very (hort-livd ; for it bears date the 15th of June, and 
was made void and difannuld by the Pope the Bartholomew- 
day following. T he Barons indeed defpiled all theſe ſwag- 
gering Proceedings of the Pope againſt them, as knowing 
that the cauſelels Curie will never come, and alledging, that 
it was all upon falſe ſuggeſtions, and that he uſurped an Au» 
thority in Matters which did not lye beture him. For who 
wade him a Fudg or Divider of Inberitances f A Power whichSt, 
Paer never had, and which bis humble Maſter declined when 
it was offered him. But tho this Ponwufical Ware was regard- 
£d at London as it deſerved, where the Prelates hikewiſe did 
not think fit to publiſh it, yet io that ſuperſtitious Age it 
could not fail to influence weak Minds, when all the Subjects 
of England were enjoined to be aiding to K. Jobs againſt the 
Barons for the Remilſion of their Sins, For who that had a 
Soul to fave, would not kill a Baron it he could ? It was 
K. Jobw's holy War. And it mult needs [trangely heighten and 
ammate his wſoleng Crew, to ſee themſelves thus backt with 
Divine Authority, and would make them play the Devil a 
God's name. Thus the Sword helpt the Sword, and the 
ſpiritual one whetted and ſet an Edg upon the material. 

It was the miſcry of the Barons to have their Country over- 
run 


